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SDRMON....NO.  XXV. 
Br  Jacob  Chase,  Jr. 


'THK  I^R.  I  the  Aliiriohty  power  of  Isracl’ii  (*od. 

-  ■* - - - - -  ■  ■  -  -.r  “  Now  therefore  I  believe,”  lio  exclaims, 

SDRMON....NO.  XXV.  “that  Ihera  is  no  God  in  all  the  earth  but 

Br  Jacob  Chase  Jr.  in  Israel.”  Grateful  for  tlie  benefits  he  Lad 

_ I _  receiveil,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 

•‘Is it  ntimo  lo  rewive  money,  and  lo  reeeive  g«r-  prophet,  he  prayed  him  to  accept  the  rich 

meuw,  nod  olive  yanls,  unJ  vine  yarda,  niid  siH'ep,  mid  *  ;a‘  i _ _ _ i  .  i  .i.„ 

oxen,  and  men serv.niifs and iiiuidncrvauUi?” — ^!Kin(p',  camc  prepared  to  bestow  ,  but  the 

V:  M.  prophfft,  true  to  his  purpose,  to  his  trust  and 

These  words  constitute  r.  part  of  the  in-  to  his  God,  utterly  refused  to  aceofit  any  re- 
terrogatories,  addressed  by  way  of  repre-  ward,  either  as  a  donation  or  us  a  reeom- 
hension,  by  the  prophet  Elislin,  to  his,  no  pense,  and  bade  him,  in  the  language  of 
longer  innocent,  servant  Gelmzi.  From  pure  religion,  ••  Go  in  peace.” 
the  chapter  before  us  wc  learn  that  Naaman,  Bnt,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  Naaman 
chief-captain  of  the  Syrian  armies,  as  well  had  returned  but  a  short  distance  on  his  way 
as  the  nation  generally;  was  an  idolater,  home,  when  Gehazi,  who  hud  lived  in  the 
and  statedly  paid  his  devotions  to  his  idol  service  and  under  the  immediate  instruction 
god,  Rimmon.  He  was  severely  afTlicted  of  Elisha,  and  whose  religious  education 
with  the  leprosy,  and  learned  from  a*  little  ought  to  have  prompted  a  diflerent  course  of 
Hebrew  slave,  that  had  hi>cn  brought  from  conduct,  deeniL’ig  the  opportunity  too  ad- 
>iamaria,  Uiat  a  prophet  dwelt  in  the  land  vantageous  and  by  far  too  flattering  to  be 
of  Israel,  who  could  efleetually  remove  his  neglected,  says  to  himself,  •*  1  will  run  after 
.loathsome  disease.  On  communicating  this  him  and  lake  somewhat  of  him.” 
intelligence  to  the  king  of  JSyria,  he  was  This  resolution  he  immediately  put  in 
forthwith  furnished  by  his  sovereign  with  pnictice,  and  was  anon  in  the  company  of 
letters  to  the  king  of  Israel,  and  likewise  Naaman.  Correctly  imagining  that  Naa- 
wilh  ten  talents  of  silver,  six  thousand  pieces  man's  heart  would  beglowing  with  the  most 
of  gold,  and  ten  changes  of  garments  ;  upon  fervent  gratitude,  not  only  towards  the  God 
which  he  took  his  journey  to  tSamaria,  in  of  Israel,  but  also  towards  the  prophet 
search  of  the  prophet  who  could  restore  him  through  whose  means  he  had  received  so 
to  health.  wonderful  and  happy  a  restoration  to  health. 

His  reception  with  the  king  of  Israel  was  he  flattered  himself  that  he  should  easily 
by  no  means  flattering  to  his  object.  In-  practise  upon  his  credulity.  He  now  ud- 
slend  of  applying  directly  to  the  prophet  dresses  himself  to  this  young  convert,  and 
Elisha,  he  applied  to  the  king,  who,  when  he  with  seeming  modesty  and  afl’ected  difli- 
read  the  letters  of  introduction,  exhibited  all  deuce,  broaches  the  all  important  subject, 
the  symptoms  of  a  madman.  He  rent  his  by  stating,  ivith  apparent  solemnity,  aposi- 
clothes  and  exclaimed  in  the  most  frantic  tive  and  pretncditaleil  falsehood,  viz;  that 
manner,  "  Am  I  a  God,  to  kill  and  to  m  -ke  his  master  had  sent  him,  and  had  instructed 
alive,  that  this  man  doth  send  unto  me  to  him  to  .say  “  There  be  come  to  me  from 
recover  a  man  of  the  leprosy  ?  ^Vherefore  mount  Ephraim  two  young  men,  sons  of 
consider,  and  see,  how  he  (the  king  of  8y-  the  prophets,  give  them  I  pray  thee  a  talent 
ria)  seekelh  a  quarrel  with  me.”  What  of  silver,  and  two  chatiges  of  garment.”  ^  It 
would  have  beeti  the  result  of  this  disagrea-  was  enough.  The  grateful  fetdings  of  Naa- 
ble  interview,  we  cannot  easily  tell,  had  not  man’s  heart,  at  this  eventful  period,  required 
the  arrival  of  Naaman  and  his  reception,  by  no  further  argument  or  evidence  in  favor 
the  king,  been  communicated  to  Elisha,  or  in  confirmation  of  his  n.sscrtion.  Hence 
who  immediately'  sends  to  demand  of  the  without  hesitation,  he  ••  loaded  two  talents 
king;  “  W’hcrefore  hast  thou  rent  thy  of  silver  in  two  liags,  with  tw'o  changes  of 
clothes?  Let  him  come  unto  me  and  he  I  garments,  and  laid  them  on  two  of  lusser- 
shall  know  there  is  a  God  in  Israel.”  vants,”  who  according  to  the  direction  of 

Naaman  soon  apjieared  with  his  retinue  Gehazi,  bore  them  to  the  tower,  where  the 
at  the  door  of  tho  house  of  the  man  of  God  ;  goods  were  deposited  and  the  servants  dis¬ 
and  by  obeying,  though  with  evident  reluc-  missed.  Gehazi  now  presents  himself  be- 
tanoe,  the  directions  of  the  prophet,  which  fore  Elisha,  and  without  relating  what  had 
were  simply  to  wash  "seven  times  in  the  taken  place,  foolishly  imagined  that  he  eould 
Jordan,”  he  was  clean.scd  of  his  leprosy  conceal  his  iniquity,  and  still  enjoy  the  un- 
and  restored  to  perfeet  health  and  sound-  bounded  confidence  of  his  master.  Cut  to 
ness.  Immediately  after  his  recovery  he  his  great  disap[)ointment  and  lasting  morti- 
rcturned  with  his  attendants  to  Elisha,  to  fication,  the  prophet  had  discovered  his  cu- 
makehim  the  presents  which  he  ha  1  brought  pidity  and  guilt,  and  proceeiled  to  address 
out  of  Syria.  His  miraculous  restoration  and  rebuke  him  in  the  following  appropriate 
to  health  proved  eflectual  in  converting  him  i  language  :  "  Went  not  my  heart  with  thee, 
from  his  idolntmus  worship  fo  a  firm  Iielicf  i  wlrni  the  man  turned  fnitn  his  chariot  to 


meet  thee?  Is  it  a  time  to  receive  money, 
and  to  receive  garments,  and  olive  yards, 
and  vine  yards,  and  sheep,  and  oxen,  and 
men  servants,  and  maid  servants?  The 
leprosy  therefore  of  Naaman  shall  cleave 
unto  thee  and  unto  thy  seed  forever.  And 
he  went  out  from  his  presence  a  leper  as 
white  as  snow.” 

Having  thus  enumerated,  in  as  brief  a 
manner  us  possible,  the  imjNirtant  circum¬ 
stances  connected  w  ith  our  subject ;  it  may 
now  l>e  proper  to  claim  your  indulgence 
while  I  attempt  to  draw  a  few  comparuortf, 
which  I  hope,  and  believe  may  prove  bene¬ 
ficial  to  all  who  are  willing  to  htar  and  Uam 
the  truth. 

That  there  arc,  at  this  advanced  age  of 
the  world, in  this  free  and  indq)cndcDt  coun¬ 
try — and  in  this  inttdligeiit  and  enlightened 
people  among  whom  we  live,  a  certain  class 
ofeitizens,  w  ho  are  employing  their  learning, 
Ihcir  talents,  and  all  their  influence,  in  soli¬ 
citing  money,  garmentf,  and  real  estate, 
from  thousands  of  dollars  down  to  a  mite,  i.s 
a  fact  not  to  be  denied  by  any  who  observe 
what  is  passing  around  them.  Hecont  dis¬ 
closures  lully  corroborate  the  truth  of  what, 
for  a  long  time,  has  I'cen  feared,  viz  :  that 
tlic  ultimate  object  in  all  these  Orthodox 
mouey-catchiug,  commonly  called  “chari¬ 
table,’  mana'uvree  and  operations,  is  to  over¬ 
throw  our  national  government,  prostrate 
our  tree  of  liberty,  the  erection  of  which 
cost  the  blood  which  flowed  in  the  veins  of 
our  forefathers  and  onr  friends,  and  estab¬ 
lish.  upon  its  ruins,  an  ecclesiastical  hier¬ 
archy,  or  Union  of  Church  and  State, 
which  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar's  furnace,  Pharoah’s  seven  lean 
kine,  or  the  seven  plagues  of  Egypt. 

In  prosecuting  the  comparison,  I  intend 
to  institute,  will  it  be  invidious,  to  enquire 
into  the  means  adopted,  and  course  or  cour¬ 
ses  pursued,  by  the  numerous  and  perliaps, 
avaricious  beggars  for  money,  and  garments. 
Sic.  who  prowl  over  our  country,  or  like 
the  frogs  of  Egypt  eomo  np  even  into  our 
bed  chuinliers  and  our  knonding  troughs  ?  I 
am  hostile  to  no  individual.  I  wish  harm 
to  no  one.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  Primi¬ 
tive  Christianity,  and  I  know  no  better  way 
than  the  one  I  now  adopt. 

1 .  Do  they  not  manifest  in  their  daily 
eatnduct,  precisely  the  same  disposition 
which  was  so  pointedly  condemned  in  Ge¬ 
hazi,  when  he  says  in  relation  to  Naaman. 
"  1  will  run  after  him  and  take.somewhat  of 
him’'?  We  may  justly  infer  that  Gehazi  had 
but  a  short  time  previous  heard  his  master 
positively  refuse  to  accept  of  money,  gar¬ 
ments  or  anything  of  the  kind  from  Naaman, 
iiotwithstandinu  his  vi.sible  anxiety  to  bestow 
something.  Do  nt\-  hearersdisFOver  any  itni- 


tatibii  r»T:his  truly  ch:irit»ibl>*  ’f)' 
in  iti  of  in  tiie  doinris  i;’  i  ■■  >■  s 

of  rtlioni  vvespcHk?  Vo'.’.  v. ;  iri 

much  timo,  I  tliiiik.  to  .  ?  -  Av.,-. 

IJut  ajjain :  Is  it  p!is»i:i:i-.  ■ 
pretended  servants  of  the  pi  ,■  *.  t:;:!  l;i* 

ignorant  of  the  express  cii'M.ii  nV'  of  their 
ostensible  master,  Jesus  ol'  ■*,.7,;,ittl(,  when 
he  commissioned  hisajtosllvs,  anb  sent  (hem 
into  all  the  world,  to  preueli  tire  g-o.s-jie/  to 
every  creature  ?  Does  he  instruct  thenr,  (irst 
to  form  numerous  societies  and  compacts, 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  raising  immeitse 
funds?  and  does  he  teach  tliem  that  in  or¬ 
der  to  a  preparation  for  their  impo’‘tant  mis¬ 
sion,  they  must  receive  an  outfit  of  from  one 
ti>  ten  thousand  dollars?  Nothing  of  this 
kind  appears  in  his  instructions.  So  far 
from  countenancing  a  prretiCe  of  this  kind, 
he  says  to  them,  and  1  can  see  no  good  rea- 
swi  why  his  langifng*  is  not  equally  appli¬ 
cable  to  missionaries  of  the  present  age, 
**  Provide  neither  gold,  nor  silver,  nor  brass, 
in  your  purses,  neither  two  coats,  for  the 
workman  is  worthy  of  his  moat.”  Now  I 
seriously  ask,  is  not  this  solemn  and  im¬ 
pressive  injunction  of  Christ,  tvkollif  disre- 
(^utrded  in  th.'  pre  t  pts  and  practice  of  those 
who  are  ri  fci.-'  %  *11;:  iged  in  the  work  of 
“evangi  liz'ii^  tlie  world”  ?  And  is  not  their 
Hnifo;‘ui  1 '-'gv  i/*'.  in  relation  to  obtaining 
“  donation- ■■  rv  similar  to  that  of  Ciehn- 
zi,  “  /  »'(.'•  .  ■  '  .7 'V-  r  him  and  take  somewhat 
of’ kirn  ’  >  V'-,  -thing  eould  ceinpare  bet¬ 
ter. 

2.  Nitii  nan,  as  we  learn  from  what  has 
Iicen  sail],  had  l)eoome  a  hasty  convert  to  a 
full  belief  in  the  Uodof  Israel ;  rather  an 
Orthodox  faith,  however,  for  he  says, 
“  Now  I  know  that  there  is  no  God  in  alt 
the  earth  but  in  Israel.”  This  favorable 
cir.?U'nstanoe  was  undoubtedly  fully  appre- 
ciat**d  by  (iehazi,  for,  as  before  observed, 
he  would  be  able  the  more  easily  and  efTcc- 
tually  to  practise  upon  his  credulity.  Now 
permit  tne  to  ask,  is  it  not  a  common  prac¬ 
tice  among  the  moderns  of  w  hom  we  are 
si>eaking,  to  prefer  their  most  earnest  and 
impressive  demands  for  charitahlc  dona¬ 
tions,  to  young  and  inexixirienced  converts, 
while  their  feelings  are  of  the  most  tender 
and  benevolent  kind,  while  they  look  upon 
the  professed  minister  of  Christ,  as  one  of 
the  honest  and  de'  Oted  spiritual  servants  of 
God  and  the  prophets?  Is  not  this,  my 
Christian  friends,  generally  improved  ns  the 
most  favorable  moment  of  their  life,  to  ex¬ 
hibit  before  them  the  “eharitif  borf  with 
a  solemn  injunction  to  cast  in  their  mite  for 
the  benefit  of  those,  probably,  engaced  in 
the  same  lucrative  employment  ?  Common 
observation  and  experience  bears  the  most 
conclusive  testimony  to  the  feet.  But 

3.  To  cap  the  climax  of  covetousness  and 
base  deception,  Gehazi  asserfeil  that  his 
master  had  sent  him,  when  tlie  fact  was.  his 
master  had  given  him  no  such  instruction. 
No,  so  far  from  it,  that  by  liis  ow  n  truly  be¬ 
nevolent  treatment  towards  the  Syrian  c.ap- 
tain,  he  had  clearly  cvineeil  his  most  deei- 

disapprobation  of  every  thing  of  the 

kirltj. 


I  Now  sufilr  me  to  propose  another  iiiter- 
I  rogatory.  Does  not  the  daily  practice  oi 
j  diesc  numerous  devotees  to  clerical  ambi- 
;  ‘loii,  Pharisaical  righteousness,  and  aristo- 
rr.itical  intolerance,  bear  a  most  striking  rc- 
serablanee  to  that  so  readily  adopted  by  Ge- 
liazi  in  the  instance  above  alluded  to  t  Are 
they  not  coustanlly  saluting  onr  tars  with 
the  most  Itoisterous  proelamalions  that 
”  their  master  hath  sent  them  ?  ”  Nay,  have 
they  not  improved  largely  upon  the  system 
adopted  by  the  ancient  dissembler  ?  He 
merely  stated  tliat  his  master  had  sent  him 
n.erely  to  solicit  a  small  donation  for  the 
immediate  relief  of  “two  young  men,  sons 
of  the  prophets  w  ho  had  come  from  Mttunt 
Kphraim.”  But  how  is  it  at  the  present 
age  of  the  worhl  ?  They  not  only  continue 
to  repc.at  the  old  story,  false  ns  it  is,  which 
was  invented  by  their  illustrious  prototype, 
the  seivant  of  Elisha,  but  on  a  refusal  to 
comply  with  their  professedly  pious  re¬ 
quests,  you  are  without  hesitation  denounced 
as  “an  tn/7e/,”  “a  hater  of  God,”  “an 
open  and  shameless  opposer  of  the  religion 
of  Christ,”  “a  vile  and  impious  wretch,” 
justly  exposed  to  the  vindictive  wrath  of  a 
a  highly  incensed  God — to  the  merited  con¬ 
tempt  of  all  the  saints  on  earth,  and  to  the 
terrific  vortex  of  infinite  pains  and  never 
ending  despair,  in  the  torrid  region  of  a  sul¬ 
phureous  and  fiaming  hell !  ! 

4.  The  nature  of  (Tchnzi's  request.  Im¬ 
mediately  after  stating  to  Naaman  that  his 
master  had  sent  him,  which  we  have  seen 
was  (also;  he  proceeds  to  venture  a  pretext 
that  he  riglttly  judged,  would  fully  account  to 
Naaman  for  the  very  sudden  change  w  hich 
had  been  wrouglit  in  the  mind  of  the  pro¬ 
phet.  Thus  he  informs  Naaman,  that  his 
master  had  instructed  him  to  say  “there  be 
come  to  me,  from  Mount  Ephraim,  two 
young  men,  sons  of  the  propluts,  give 
them  I  pr.ny  thee  a  fident  ot  silver  and  two 
changes  of  garments.”  Do  not  my  hearers 
discover  the  consummate  duplicity  here 
practised  ?  He  does  not  befr  f'tr  his  own 
emolument.  O  no.  He  pretends  to  be  act¬ 
ing  under  the  immediate  impulse  of  “  dis¬ 
interested  benevolence,”  as  also  in  con¬ 
formity  with  the  will  of  his  inastir;  it  was 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  a  c<)ift)le  of 
young  men,  who  stood  in  need  ofassistance, 
(fictitious  ones,  it  is  piesumcd,  for  wo  hear 
no  more  about  them  subsequent  to  the  re¬ 
ception  of  the  solicited  donation,)  who  had 
come  from  Mount  E])hraim,  as  was  pre¬ 
tended,  in  a  destitute  coiulitioii.  Now  per¬ 
mit  me  to  ask,  how  much  this  difiers  from 
the  course  pursued  at  the  present  time,  by  0 
certain  class  ?  Is  it  ever  the  ease  among  our 
modern  domestic  missionaries,  that  they 
ask  donations  for  their  own,  avowed  use 
and  in'’’vidual  benefit  ?  Surely  not — this 
would  be  far  from  the  most  ingenious  meth- 
oil.  They  do  not  ajtpear  sufificiently  desti¬ 
tute,  to  occasion  a  tear  of  sympathy,  which 
is  generally  aeenm|)anied  witli  u  helping 
hand  ;  hence,  like  tlie  servant  ol  Elisha, 
they  place  the  object  for  whose  benefit  the 
donation  is  required,  at  such  a  distance,  and 
under  such  ambiguous  circumstances,  tliat 
the  donor  is  uinkr  the  necessity  of  relying 


solely  upon  the  w;tra  ot  the  beggar,  whic*' 
if  llie  repot  ts  w  hich  \,c  have  seen  arc  tine, 
is  no  better  thi.n  that  of  Gehazi  ;  for,  as 
he  never  ap|*licil  the  property  obtained  from 
Naatnati  to  the  purpose  for  wi  ich  it  was 
granted  or  given,  but  carried  and  deposited 
it  in  the  tower — so  they,  if  their  own  state¬ 
ments  be  correct,  in  relation  to  the  immense 
funds,  of  w  hich  they  boast,  have  never  appli¬ 
ed  the  money  and  garments,  kc.  procured 
under  false  pretences,  from  the  credulous, 
and  woiild-bt‘,  cliaritablc  community,  to  the 
purposes  for  which  it  has  been  gathered  ; 
but  it  lias  been  deposited  in  the  Orthodox 
TOWER,  or  treasury  of  the  “parent  in¬ 
stitution,’’  to  be  reserved  for  a  more  impor¬ 
tant  purpose,  to  which  we  adverted  belbre ; 
a  purpose,  of  all  others  the  most  dangerous 
and  censurable  in  tlie  sight  of  the  patriot 
and  the  Christian,  as  being  the  most  destruc¬ 
tive  to  the  peace,  the  liberty,  the  prosperity 
and  the  lives  of  mankind.  It  is  a  fact,  not 
to  be  disputed,  that  a  most  alarming  sum  of 
money  has  been  gathered  from  eommunitv 
uiiiier  various  pretences,  all  “charitable,'' 
however,  which  is  now  held  in  thedifllTcnt 
incorporated  religious  societies,  so  called, 
frtt^  and  forever  to  remain  so,  from  any 
legal  tax,  to  I>e  levied,  by  any  constitutional 
authority,  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.— 
This  sum  too,  my  Christian  auditors,  has 
been  and  is  now  rapidly  increasing,  while 
thousands,  who  arc  apprised  of  the  fact, 
are  wondering,  and  groaning,  and  sleeping. 

5.  It  may  now  )?e  proper,  as  we  believe 
we  are  able,  to  show  that  the  same  spirit 
which  dictated  the  servant  of  Elisha,  has 
l)ccn  more  or  less  visible  in  the  conduct  of 
many  professed  religionists  from  the  days 
of  Elisha  down  to  the  present  important 
period. 

It  was  p  gratification  of  this  eovetow  and 
deceptive  propensity,  that  spread  devastation 
and  ruin  throughout  the  Jewish  Church, 
from  the  days  of  Samuel  to  its  final  over¬ 
throw  and  annihilation  under  the  reign  of 
Vesi'usinn  the  Roman  Emperor,  and  his 
•  m  Titus.  Hear  what  the  prophet  Jere¬ 
miah  says  in  direct  reference  to  the  Jewish 
prophet-s  and  priests  wb.ose  employment  it 
was  to  speculate  upon  the  credulity  and  ig¬ 
norance  of  the  people.  “  For  among  my 
people  are  found  w  icked  men ;  they  liy 
wait,  as  he  that  setteth  snares,  they  set  a 
trap,  they  catch  men.  As  a  cage  is  full  ef 
l-irds,  so  are  their  houses  full  of  deceit, 
therefore  they  arc  become  great  and  waxen 
rich."  .Again,  in  reference  to  the  same  sub¬ 
ject,  “A  wonderful  and  horrible  thing  is 
committed  in  the  land  ;  the  prophets  pro¬ 
phesy  falsely,  and  the  priests  bear  rule,  bv 
their  means,  and  my  people  love  to  hare  it 
so,”  [Jeremiah,  5th  chapter.] 

My  hearers,  how  would  this  language  ap¬ 
ply  to  many  prophets,  priests  and  people  of 
the  present  age?  Is  it  in  your  power  to  frame 
expressions  which  would  represent  more 
clearly  the  nature  of  their  conduct?  But  we 
will  pass  on  to  a  subsequent  chapter,  [Jere¬ 
miah  23d]  and  see  what  he  there  says,  for 
we  wish  to  gain  all  the  light  we  can  on  a 
subject  of  so  much  importance  to  our 
fry  and  the  nation — “  For  both  prophet  and 
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jtriftt  are  profane;  yea,  in  m3'  liuuae  Itave  1 
iound  their  wickedness  snith  the  Lord.” 
And  whnt  was  the  nature  of  the  crimes  of 
which  tiicy  were  guilty  1  Let  the  prophet  in¬ 
form  you  “  I  have  not  sent  these  prophets 
yet  they  ran,  I  have  not  spoken  to  tliem, 
3'et  they  havc_  prophesied.” 

Recollect,  kind  reader,  we  are  drawing  *‘a 
comparison,"  and  you  are  to  answer  in  your 
own  minds  whether  or  not  this  will  compare 
with  the  conduct  of  Gehazi,  and  the  self- 
styled  prophets  and  priests  of  the  present 
time.  But,  by  a  little  attention  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  the  comparison  will  appear,  more 
plain;  fur  it  seems  that  they  “ran”  and 
preached  that  God  was  not  a  God  to  but  a  ve- 
ry/etc,  and  those  only  who  belonged  to  their 
particular  church  ;  for  the  question  is  asked, 

“  Am  I  a  God  at  home,  and  not  a  God  afar 
otr?”  plainly  implying  that  he  is  God  of  all. 
But  again,  "I  have  heard  what  these  pro¬ 
phets  said  that  prophesy  lies  in  my  name ; 
j-ea  they  are  prophets  of  the  deceit  of  their 
own  heart;  which  cause  my  people  to  forget 
my  name  (which  is  love)  by  their  dreams 
which  they  tell  every  man  to  his  neighbor.” 
But  it  is  necessary  that  we  ascertain  what 
was  the  purport  of  their  preaching,  for  we 
are  sometimes  told  tliat  it  was  Universalism. 
But  so  far  from  teaching  any  thing  like  this, 

*'  the  burden  of  the  Lord”  seems  to  have 
l)ccn  proclaimed  by  them.  Is  this  tha 
pleasing  doctrine  of  God’s  universal  grace? 
tSurely  not.  We  know  nothing  about  such 
“burdens”  which  God  is  said  to  impose 
upon  his  creatures  ;  “  We  love  him  because 
\ie  first  loved  us,”  and  we  do  not  consider 
it  a  burden,  but  a  fruitful  source  of  pleasure. 
Hear  the  true  prophet ;  “  When  tliis  |)eople, 
or  the  prophet,  or  the  priest,  shall  ask,  say¬ 
ing,  what  is  the  burden  of  the  Lord  ?  thou 
shall  thus  say  unto  them,  whnt  burden  1  And 
as  for  this  prophet,  and  the  priest  and  the 
people  that  shall  say  the  burden  of  the 
Lord,  I  will  even  punish  that  man  and  his 
house,  and  the  burden  of  the  Lord  shall  yc 
mention  no  more.”  But  from  the  prophet 
Micah  we  learn  their  object  in  all  this  j.-rc- 
dicting,  dreaming  and  preaching,  “the  bur¬ 
den  of  the  Lord,”  which,  ns  we  should 
naturally  expect,  caused  the  people  to  forget 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  we  find  it  to 
he  the  same  Uiat  prompted  the  servant  of 
Elisha,  money,  garments,  ^’C, 

Hpeaking  of  these  ancient  disturbers  of 
the  public  repose,  and  fomentersof  division, 
discord,  contention  and  misrule,  he  says, — 
“  The  heads  thereof  judge  for  reward,  and 
the  priests  thereof  teach  for  hire,  and  the 
prophets  thereof  divine  for  money,  yet  will 
they  lean  upon  the  Lord,  and  say  is  not  the 
Lord  among  us?” 

But  we  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
passing  over  much  that  might  lie  interest¬ 
ing,  and  which  goes  directly  to  illustrate  tlie 
subject  before  us,  and  come  down  to  the 
time  when  our  Saviour  was  announced 
the  world ;  and  if  we  do  not  discover  the 
same  ambitious  and  dishonest  plans  and  d';- 
aigns  then  in  operation,  under  the  control  of 
the  popular  clergy,  I  shall  be  much  mista¬ 
ken.  Listen,  then,  to  the  language  of  the 
^*hn  of  Gud— “  The  scribes  and  pharisees 


sit  in  ^.loscs’  scat— tliey  bind  heavy  bur«lens 
and  lay  them  on  men’s  shoulders,  but  they 
themselves  will  not  move  them  with  one  of 
their  fingers.” 

Whnt  were  ttujsc  “heavy  burdens”  which 
they  imposed  upon  the  people  ?  By  a  little 
attention  to  the  subject,  we  find  that  they 
were  the  same  of  which  the  prophet  Jeremi¬ 
ah  and  Micah  have  spoken,  whose  words 
we  have  quoted,  and  considering  the  insatia¬ 
ble  desire  of  the  Jewish  priests  for  this 
world’s  goods,  their  constant  demands  must 
have  amounted  to  an  almost  insupportable 
“  burden.” 

We  are  informed  by  the  Saviour  that  the 
people  paid  tithes  of  all  they  possessed. — 
This  however,  though  it  was  a  stated  tax, 
which  they  were  compelled  to  meet  and  pay, 
is  not  to  be  considered  all  that  they  were  in 
the  habit  of  paying  to  those  avaricious  and 
unprincipled  leaders  who  were  conducting 
their  blind  and  infatuated  followers  to  des¬ 
truction  and  death,  while  they  omitted  “  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law.  Judgment,  mer¬ 
cy  and  faith.”  Therefore,  if  wc  can  be  justi¬ 
fied  in  giving  credence  to  the  words  of  Je¬ 
sus,  we  are  bound  to  confess  t’oat  the  same 
unprincipled,  covetous,  and  unholy  disposi¬ 
tion,  which  procured  the  ruin  of  the  servant 
of  Elisha,  was  cherished,  and  clearly 
evinced  in  the  precepts  and  examples  of  ma¬ 
ny  eminent  and  officious  leaders  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  church,  and  finally  proved  the  principal 
jccasion  of  their  utter  and  entire  overthrow 
and  final  destruction  as  a  church  and  a  na¬ 
tion. 

Subsequent  to  this,  and  after  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  the  gospel  system,  we  find  the 
same  money  making  schemes  adopted  by 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Hence  the 
absurd  and  blasphemous  practice  of  absol¬ 
ving  sins  fur  money,  which  wns  continued 
by  the  clergy  uniil  the  whole  religious 
world,  as  it  were,  became  the  legal  jtroperty 
of  his  Holiness  the  Pope.  Hence  he  was 
called  “Lord  God  the  Pope,”  and  was  sup¬ 
posed  by  his  numerous  deluded  followers 
to  possess  the  keys  of  heaven  and  hell !  But 
this  pretended  power  and  authority,  increas¬ 
ed  so  fast,  and  extended  so  high,  that  even 
ignorance  itselfcould  not  but  discover,  its  ab¬ 
surdity  and  inconsistency — and  it  fell  of  its 
own  weight,  or  became  in  a  great  measure 
weakened.  But  the  practice  of  pardoning 
sins  and  granting  indulgences,  is  yet  con¬ 
tinued,  where  willing  devotees  to  this  ill 
shaped  monster  cun  be  found,  provided  they 
have  money  enough  to  defraj'  the  expense. 

But,  though  the  reformation,  under  Lu¬ 
ther,  had  in  a  measure  restored  mankind  to 
their  light  minds,  and  exposed  the  extrava¬ 
gant  and  anti-christian  pretensions  of  the 
mother  church— atid  tho’  this  monopolizing 
and  ambitious  spirit,  was  for  a  while  smo¬ 
thered  and  restrained,  still  it  shortly  mani¬ 
fested  itself  in  the  reformed  church,  was 
cherished  and  countenanced  to  that  de¬ 
gree,  that  many,.to  escajie  the  fatal  poison, 
and  save  themselves  from  [lovcrty,  wretch¬ 
edness  and  starvation,  braved  the  terrors  of 
the  ocean,  and  procured  for  themselves  and 
children  an  asylum  in  the  wilds  of  America 
— that  here,  though  ahntc  as  it  were,  and 


surrounded  b3’  cruel  savages,  whose  yell 
struck  terror  to  the  soul,  they  might  enjoy 
their  liberty  and  their  property,  unmolested 
by  a  worse  than  saviige  cr.KROY. 

But  it  would  seem  that  the  seeds  from 
which  all  former  scourges  of  the  kind  grew, 
were  wafted  with  t'lem  across  the  waters, 
and  transplanted  w  itli  tliein  into  New-Eng- 
land.  Its  jiroducts  were  visible  in  a  short 
time,  and  proscri[ition,  banishment  and  the 
halter,  were  tlic  consecpiences  of  a  differ¬ 
ence  of  opinion  on  religious  subjects. 

But,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  our  rulers 
have  as  yet,  been  men,  who  possessed  in 
their  composition  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
patriotism,  and  love  of  liberty,  to  say  to  the 
monster,  spiritual  ambition  and  pride,  “thus 
far  shah  thou  come  and  no  farther,  and 
here  shall  thy  proud  waves  be  stayed.” 

And  notwithstanding  money,  garments, 
sheep,  oxen,  or  any  thing  that  can  be  con¬ 
verted  into  cash,  continues  to  be  the  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end  of 
all  the  labors,  prayers  and  desires  of  the  Or¬ 
thodox  clergy — still  to  their  extreme  morti¬ 
fication,  their  hands  are  tied,  and  compul¬ 
sion  is  yet  out  of  the  question. 

Having  progressed  thus  far,  and  as  I  be¬ 
lieve,  shown  conclusively  that  pure  religion 
has  invariably  suffered  in  the  hands  of  a 
wicked,  hypocritical,  and  designing  priest¬ 
hood,  whose  object  is  money  and  power, 
wc  shall  now  draw  to  a  close  by  noticing 
briefly  the  closing  scene  of  the  history  of 
Gehazi,  including  questions  proposed  in  tlie 
text,  which  questions  are  evidently  appli¬ 
cable  to  us,  individually  and  collectively. 

You,  my  friends,  have  followed  me  with 
your  attention  through  the  history  and  il¬ 
lustration  of  all  the  important  circumstan¬ 
ces  connected  wit »  the  subject.  I  shall, 
therefore,  assume  the  prerogative  of  pro¬ 
nouncing  you  duly  qualified  to  answer  the 
questien  proposed  in  the  text  in  reference  to 
tlic  present.  And, 

1.  Can  the  practice  of  begging  money, 
garments.  Sic.  Sic.  for  the  ostensible  bene¬ 
fit  of  missions,  missionaries,  charity  schol- 
lars,  and  charitabfe  institutions,  be  justified 
by  reason,  revelation,  or  the  nature  and  fit¬ 
ness  of  things  ?  I  anticipate  that  your  an 
swer  will  “It  cannot.” 

2.  Has  not  the  practice  alrcadj'  been  too 
long  indulged,  for  the  temporal  or  spiritual 
good  of  our  enlightened  nation  ?  Beason 
will  compel  you  to  answer  in  the  iffirma- 
five — for  common  experience  tinchcs  tlu-.t 
“like  causes  produce  like  efiects” — and 
has  not  this  speculating  practice  t.eefi  the 
cause  of  the  greatest  amount  of  misery  ever 
sufl’ered  l)y  our  fellow  beings  ?  It  surely 
has,  and  what  wc  have  read  from  tbs 
Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  tnun  prcfiine 
bistort',  corroborates  the  fact, 

3.  Do  not  your  daily  olwcrvntion  and  ex¬ 
perience  teach  you,  beyond  all  power  of  con¬ 
tradiction,  t’nata  mammoth  monster  is  alrea¬ 
dy  rearing  his  ponderous  head,  menacing, 
even  in  his  infancy,  the  annihilation  af  our 
most  valuable  rights  and  dearest  privileges  ? 
And  are  you  not  fiilly  convinced,  that  yon  are 
not  only  violBling  flic  iTiftinctionx  cf 
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h^countcnancing.by  j  oiir  I’miuent  oonlribii- 
tiono,  the  impious  notion,  thattlu:  ^i(l  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  can  l)c  purchased  for  money  ; 
but  that  you  are  also  feeding  and  nourishing 
(he  BEAST,  that  will  eventually  trample 
with  the  most  entire  impunity,  upon  those 
civil  and  ndigious  rights  ami  privileges, 
whidi  wc  hold  so  dear?  If  you  are  ml 
convinced,  God  gnint  that  }'ou  shortly  may 
be.  And  if  you  are  convinced  of  these 
solemn,  soul  chilling  facts,  let  yourselves 
he  known  ns  the  honest,  decided  and  deter- 
mined  opposers  of  all  such  vile  and  alionii- 
nablc  encroachments  upon  the  wise  and  ho¬ 
ly  rules  of  primitive  Christianity,  and  pure 
morality.  Discountenance  the  vile  decep¬ 
tion,  which  like  the  magic  paper  can  be 
brought  up  in  so  many  dirferent  shapes  and 
forms,  by  withholding  your  property  until 
you  can  have  the  satisfaction  of  presenting 
It  with  your  own  hands  to  the  person  wlu> 
Stands  in  need  of  it,  mdepeiideiit  of  an  ever 
officious  agent. 

And  now,  my  friendly  hearers,  to  con- 
clnde ;  may  the  power  of  Elisha's  Gtal  ever 
protect  and  defend  you,  from  all  the  wily 
arts  and  hypocritical  deceptions  of  dishon¬ 
est  and  vile  impostors.  May  his  wisrlom 
guide  and  direct  you  in  all  the  ways  of  good 
living,  and  the  common  athairs  of  life— and 
may  his  intinitc  mercy  and  grace,  ever  lie, 
as  It  ever  has  been,  exercised  over  you  and 
for  you,  as  wcdl  as  over  and  for  all  the 
works  of  his  hands,  while  time  shall  endure, 
and  at  the  last,  when  sin  shall  lx;  finished 
and  transgression  shall  come  to  an  end — 
when  death  shall  lie  destroyed  and  he  that 
hath  the  power  of  death,  i.  e.  the  devil — 
and  when  the  ultimate  purpose  ami  design 
of  the  Creator,  in  calling  a  world  into  l>e- 
ing,  shall  be  fully  accomplished,  may  God, 
agreeably  with  his  immutable  purpose,  con¬ 
fer  immortal  life  ami  glory  upon  all  the  iii- 
hdligeiiCes  composing  his  vast  creation. 
A.MEN.  _ 

(fVom  Ike  Ckri/lian  MeUigenrer.] 

rXlTED  STATES’  COWENTIOW. 

It  will  be  perceived  hy  a  resolution  of  the 
Penobscot  Conference,  in  this  week's  paper, 
that  that  body  disapproves  oftli*  proposition 
of  the  General  Convention  of  the  New- 
Kngland  States  and  others,  to  organize  a 
Convention  of  the  United  States.  We  pre¬ 
sume  the  objection  with  the  brethren  in  that 
Conference  is  on  account  of  the  principle 
upon  which  the  Convention  is  proposetl  to  lie 
formed,  viz.  That  it  shall  exercise  juris¬ 
diction  over  the  several  t*tHtc  Conventions. 
We  believe  this  objection  is  very  general  in 
Maine.  There  is  amongst  us,  a  giowimr 
attachment  to  the  principles  of  Congrega¬ 
tionalism,  or  indepcsident  coclcsi.asticul  gov¬ 
ernment.  If  the  United  iStates*  Conven¬ 
tion  could  be  formed  on  purely  associutioird 
principles,  leaving  all  ecclesiHsticul  juris¬ 
diction  with  the  several  tstate  Conveniions, 
we  should  think  very  well  of  the  new  or¬ 
ganization.  But  to  every  thing  like  juris¬ 
diction  from  such  a  bmly,  eiihcr  in  form  or 
in  fact,  we  should  strongly  object.  It  is  a 
good  and  pleasant  thing  for  brctliren  in  ditl'c- 
rsvtpatts  of  tlic  Union  to  meet,  strengthen 


the  Imndsof  friendship,  and  consulton  inea- 1 
snres  htr  the  general  good.  This  might 
be  done  without  the  exercise  of  ecch^iasttc- 
al  power.  Get  the  doings  of  each  Con¬ 
vention  lie  final  within  itself.  Let  the  Uni¬ 
ted  iStntes’  Convention  meet  amicably  in 
ditlcrcnt  States.  The  brethren  then  could 
form  a  more  extensive  anpiuintance  with 
each  other,  worship  togetlicr  and  return 
encouraged  and  bcnefilteil  by  the  interview. 
These  arc  our  views  of  the  subject ;  we 
shall  cheerfully  listen  to  the  sentiments  ol 
others. 

fIAC;AZl.\£}  A.\I»  ADVOCATF.I 

l)OI.rili;S  SKI.\.\F.n,  EdUorand Propritlor. 

AAHON  li.  A$$eeiatt  Editor. 

Utica,  Saturday,  December  3, 1631. 

LCTTKIl . NO.  XVI. 

To  Krv.  S.  r.  Aikis,  I’Asroa  or  titt.  First 
Pbf.sbyteuia.v  Ciicarn  is  Utica. 

OX  THE  TBIXITY. 

Dfab  Hin — .After  so  long  a  lapse  of  time,  as 
has  passed  sinco  I  last  wrote  vou,  I  again  re¬ 
sume  my  pi'll  to  rciiewcdly  call  your  attuiitinii 
to  the  (lisi'iissioii  of  the  doctrinal  suhjeets  nl- 
rradv  eonmienccd.  I  trust  your  goodness  will 
pardon  th«  delay,  when  I  assure  you,  that,  from 
the  nuiltipliidty  of  my  avocations,  I  have  not 
fiiiml  leisure  to  resuiiio  this  labor  till  the  pre¬ 
sent  momeiii.  The  appropriation  of  niy  time 
to  particular  duties  is  regulated  by  the  tullow- 
iiig  rules, — I  first  consider  and  do  what  mvsl  be 
ilone;  2d.  what  owg/if  lo  be  done;  and  3:1.  what 
mmj  bo  done.  As  the  writing  of  these  letters 
w.as  viewed  among  the  geromt  class  of  duties, 
and  I  have  had  a  constant  supply  of  the  first  on 
hand,  thcreftirc  lliis  delay.  Not  hut  that  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  these  letters  is  of  sufficient  iniportuneoto 
bring  them  under  the  first  head ;  but  then  the 
lime  when,  is  not  so  important  as  the  manner  in 
which  they  arc  pcrfornied. 

The  particular  branch  of  your  doctrine,  to  the 
discussion  of  which  I  called  your  attention  in 
iiiy  last  three  letters,  *  was  that  of  fallen  nnpeh 
and  a  personal  Dcril.  The  next  in  order  will 
he  that  of  the  Trinlftj.  And  hero,  I  would  ob¬ 
serve,  I  have  altogether  the  advantage  of  you  ; 
inasmuch  as  I  have  reason  and  common  sense 
on  niy  side  of  the  question,  to  begin  with,  and 
which  I  have  no  fears  will  lead  me  astray ;  in 
addition  to  which,  all  the  aid  the  Scriptures  can 
yield  either  of  us,  will  bo  on  my  side  :  fiir  yon 
maintain,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  is  what  reason  and  common  sense 
cannot  sec  through  nor  explain,  and  tliat  reason 
is  a  da'.igeroiis  guide  tnftillow;  and  stxtondlv, 
that  it  is  so  sacred  a  mystery  that  no  man  can 
iiiuterstind  or  comprehend  it,  whetliev  he  he 
carnally,  or  spiritually  minded.  Of  coiirs*,'  it 
cannot  he  a  matter  of  revc'atioii :  fin-  revelation 
is  that  whicli  makes  manifest,  or  reveals  to  the 
under  aandiiig.  Itnt  as  the  Trinity  cannot  he 
iiiiderstood.  it,  of  course,  has  never  been  re¬ 
vealed.  Hence,  you  can  derive  no  aid  either 
from  reason  or  revelation. 

Tiiis  docti  iiio  is  tints  stated  in  votir  Confes¬ 
sion  of  Faith,  chap,  ii ;  see.  1,  3.  “  There  is  but 
one  only  living  and  true  G»'d,  who  is  intinite  in 
being  and  perfection,  a  most  pure  spirit,  invisi¬ 
ble,  without  body,  parts,  or  passions,  imniuta- 
h.le,  immense,  eternal,  incomprehensible,”  Ac. 
‘‘  In  unity  of  the  Godhead  there  be  three  per- 
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sons  of  one  stibstanre,  power,  and  eternity  ; 
God  the  Fuihcr,  God  the  Son,  .and  Gexf  ifio 
Holy  Ghost.  The  Father  is  of  none,  neither 
begotten  nor  proceeding ;  the  Son  is  eternally 
begotten  ofthe  Father;  the  Holy  Ghost cternui- 
ly  proceeding  -from  the  Father  and  the  Son.” 
— Ill  the  l.argcr  Catechism,  adopted  by  y*nr 
Church  and  pnhiished  with  your  Confession  of 
Faith,  we  reail :  “There  be  three  persons  in 
the  (Jotlhead,  the  F.ather,  the  Son,  and  the  Ho¬ 
ly  Ghost;  and  these  three  are  one  true  eternal 
(lod,  the  same  in  substance,  equal  in  power  and 
glory  :  although  distinguished  by  their  personal 
properties.” 

till  the  perusal  of  the  altovo  language,  me- 
thinks  the  serious,  reflecting  and  philosophical 
mind  cannot  but  be  forcibly  struck  with  tlie  rc- 
inark;iblc  contrast  exhibited  between  Uiis  lan¬ 
guage,  and  the  simple,  plain  and  intelligible  lan¬ 
guage  ofthe  Bible.  And  with  equal  force,  also, 
must  such  a  mind  be  struck  with  the  unintelli¬ 
gible  jargon,  absurdity  and  contradictions  coii- 
tainej  in  this  language.  I  wish  here  to  submit 
a  few  simple  oiicstions  to  your  consideration. 
Is  Jesus  Christ  the  true  and  essential  (iod  T  You 
will  doubtless  answer,  “  Vos.”  Had  he  a  bo¬ 
dy  ?  “Yes.”  Had  he  parts?  “Yes.”  Hod 
ho  passions  ?  “I’cs.”  Well,  then,  aecordhig 
to  your  Confession,  ho  cannot  be  essentially 
fiiul :  for,  as  wo  have  seen,  that  asserts  that 
God  is  “without  body,  parts,  or  passioirs.” 

Again,  if  the  three  persons  in  the  Godhead 
are  essentially  one,  whatever  m.ay  be  affirmed 
of  one  may  he  affirmed  of  the  others.  If  it  may 
lie  said  of  the  Son,  “  he  is  eternally  begotten,” 
may  not  the  same  be  affirmed  of  the  Father?— 
Should  you  answer,  “  No,  it  is  absurd  and  con¬ 
trary  to  all  reason  and  analogy  to  speak  thus  of 
the  Father,”  I  would  then  asU,  Is  it  nolerjually 
absurd  and  contrary  to  all  analoav  and  reason, 
to  sav  of  the  Son,  he  is  ehmatly  hrgoften  ?  Does 
not  this  sound  very  odd — rternaltij  hcintllen  ! — 
Does  nf>t  tlie  very  word  begotten  imply  a  par- 
tiruhir  time  of  begetting,  and  a  time  when  the 
j  Son  was  not  begotten  ?  And  is  it  not  monstrously 
absurd,  and  c\en  impossible,  to  say  of  a  Son, 
he  is  as  old  as  his  Futherf  But  that  the  three 
persons  in  your  Trinity  arc  not  essentially  the 
same,  is  proved  by  llic  very  language  of  your 
Confession.  For  that  maintains  tliat  the  Father 
is  always  actire,  and  the  Son  always  passire; 
the  one  alw.iys  hegctt'ng,  and  the  other  always 
bring  hrgoUtm:  and  the  Holy  Ghost  possessing 
still  a  ditfereat  property,  not  common  to  cither 
ofthe  other  two,  neither  Iwg.llitig  notbegotltn, 
hut  proerrding. 

Again,  as  you  maintain  that  the  Father  is 
God,  the  Son  is  God,  anil  the  Holy  Ghost  is 
God.  and  these  three  are  one ;  let  me  ask.  Is  the, 
Son,  the  Father?  Ifyoii  say  “Yes,”  you  give 
up  the  doctrine  of  the.  Trinity,  and  allow,  sim¬ 
ply.  that  one  and  the  same  I  eieg  is  e.xlled  hy 
difTirciU  names,  the  same  as  Paul  and  Saul  sig- 
nity  the  sam"  being,  or  person:  or  Joses,  Bar¬ 
nabas,  and  Sun  of  Consolation.  {.Acts  iv  :  36, 
and  xiii :  9.)  If  yon  say  “  fhi*  is  not  the 
F'aihcr,  hut  he  is  God :  lie  is  not  the  Holy  Ghost, 
hut  he  is  God;  and  the  Holv  Ghost  is  not  tlie 
Father,  nor  is  he  the  Son.  yet  he  is  God ;”  then 
I  let  me  ask,  have  you  not  three  Gods?  Most 
certainly  you  have.  So  take  whicii  horn  ofthe 
dileniuinyou  will,  it  docs  not  relieve  you  ofthe 
difficulty.  Should  you  new,  to  cxtricntc  your¬ 
self  fi'oui  the  difficulty,  affirm  that  each  of  the 
three  persons  named  is  God  in  vnion,  or  con- 
junction,  with  liic  otlier  two,  but  neither  is  ee- 
parivlv  o-  it-mo  God  ;  then  you  acknowledge 
\\\o  dieis'hjitu  of  God,  and  virtually  itiridt  him 
into  thre:  equal  parts,  all  of  which,  when  united, 
make  up,  or  constitute  one  God !  And  hence, 
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but  let  ud  trace  this  doctrine  to  its  origin ; 
and  team,  if  possible,  when  and  where  it  ori¬ 
ginated.  Docs  the  volume  of  Nature  •  ich  any 
such  doctrine  7  Is  there  any  thing  in  tint  whole 
compass  of  man's  observation,  o*-  of  creation  it¬ 
self,  t)mt  could  suggest  the  most  distant  itiea  of 
such  a  doctrine  T  No,  nothing.  Reason  a:id 
philosophy  say  there  cannot  be,  in  the  universe, 
more  than  one  scIf-exUtent  being,  and  tlnU  this 
being  must  be  undivided,  and  necessarily  the 
cause  of  all  other  beings  and  existences.  And 
while  all  will  admit  that  it  is  absurd  to  suppose 
more  causes  than  are  necessary,  none  will  deny 
that  the  Father,  the  self-existent,  nnoriginuted 
Jelovah,  is  a  cause  abundantly  siiiricient  for  na¬ 
ture  and  all  its  phenomena.  VVell,  did  (lod  re¬ 
veal  himself  to  Adam  as  a  tri-personal  being, 
consisting  of  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost! — 
Did  .^dain  know  any  thing  about  the  Trinity  7 
No,  nothing.  Did  Moses,  or  the  ancient  imtri- 
arclis,  or  prophets  of  Israel,  know  or  teacli  any 
thing  of  tn«  Trinity  7  Not  a  syllable.  On  the 
Cuiitrarv,  they  taught  that  “  the  Lord  our  God 
is  o.vE  Lord,  and  thou  shall  have  no  other  (iods 
beside  me — There  is  no  other  (Jod — Have  we 
not  all  ONE  Father  7  Hath  not  one  God  crea¬ 
ted  us 7”  The  Old  Teatamnnt  contains  nothing 
in  allusion  to  so  strange  a  theory,  or  that  can, 
without  the  greatest  violence,  be  turtuied  iuio 
its  support 

Well,  did  Christ,  or  anv  of  his  apostles  ever 
teach  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  or  any  thing 
that  r«;soniblcd  it  7  I  think  no  person,  free  from 
prejudice,  semrian  bias,  and  the  power  of  tra¬ 
dition,  will  assert  that  they  did.  Fur  the  New 
Te-tamont  contains  no  such  language  as  Trini- 
tarians  now  use  to  express  that  doctrine.  No 
arich  expressions  or  phrases  occur  as,  God  the 
Son,  God  Uu;  tlohj  Ghost,  Thre*  persons  in  one 
God,  Triune  God,  The  rJrrnal  Three,  God-man, 
Trinity,  Human  or  Dirim  nature  of  Christ,  eter¬ 
nally  beiroUen,  eternal  proesssion,  &c.  No  Sir, 
these  phrases,  so  common  in  thn  writings  of 
Trinitarians,  are  never  found  in  the  New  Tes¬ 
tament.  But  consider,  Sir,  would  not  some  one 
of  them  lie  likely  to  be  found  there  if  tin;  Trini¬ 
ty  were,  asyoti  maintain,  a  fnndumontal  doctrine 
of  the  Gospel  7  I.et  candor  give  the  answer. 

Not  only  is  the  New  Tcsiumont  silent  as  to 
any  and  all  the  phrases  used  bv  Trinitarians  to 
express  their  faith,  but,  as  I  shall  hereafter  show, 
it  deeidodly  opposes  so  strange  and  unnatural  a 
theory.  But,  Sir,  I  am  prepared  to  state,  not 
only  that  neither  Christ  nor  liis  apostles  taught 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  but  that  it  tens  not 
taut^ht,  nor  ereii  named,  durino  the  tico  or  three 
first  centuries  ;  at  least  not  in  tlie  sense  in  which 
it  is  now  held,  if  named  at  all.  It  is  true,  the 
the  paganizins  Christians,  and  mystic  philoso¬ 
phers  of  tho  Vlatonio  and  Perip.itctic  schools, 
began  early  to  corrupt  Christirtiiitv,  and  to  seek 
to  blend  its  doctrines  with  Polytheism  and  Pa¬ 
ganism.  But  thn  doctrine  of  tlio  Tritiity  had 
not  been  established,  nor  even  named,  till  the 
Council  of  Nice,  assembled  by  Constantine,  in 
tho  year  32r>.  This  Council,  it  appears,  was 
called  to  settle  a  dispute  which  had  arisen  be¬ 
tween  Alexander,  Bishop  of  Alexandria,  and 
Ariiis,  a  Presbyter  in  tho  same  rhnrch  ;  and,  as 
might  be  expectitd,  the  Bishop  Lrnl  the  Presby¬ 
ter  expelled.  It  appears  from  Entycliius,  the 
Patriarch  of  Alexandria,  that  there  wc'e  201H 
Biahops  met  at  Nice  that  they  bad  different 
optniona  of  tho  nature  of  Jesiis  Christ.  .Sabel- 
lius  and  his  followers  believed  that  Chii.st  was 
derived  from  the  Father,  like  a  flame  of  fire 
hanging  down  from  another,  but  not  diminish- 
inj  the  first.  Paul  of  Samosata,  Patriarch  of 


Antioch,  and  his  followers,  believed  in  the  pro¬ 
per  humanity  of  Christ;  but  chose  by  the  grace 
of  God  to  be  the  deliverer  of  mankind.  And 
318  bishops  believed  in  his  equality  with  the 
F'atlier.  From  hence,  it  appears  there  were 
1731)  Bishops  opposed  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
eqiialitv  of  the  Father  and  Son;  of  course  tliey 
were  Lnitarians:  though  entertaining  dift'erent 
ideas  respecting  the  nature  of  Christ,  they  had 
only  one  respecting  the  (ioibmid  Father  of  all. 
Jusehpus,  a  native  of  Egypt,  but  a  Christain 
priest,  relates  that  “2048  Bishops  met  at  Nice, 
and  the  Emperor  ruinnianded  that  the  creed 
drawn  up  by  the  Bishop  of  Jerusalem  should 
he  rea.l  in  the  Synod.  'I'hree  hundred  and  eigh¬ 
teen  Bishops  endiraced  it,  1730  ditfered  in  va¬ 
rious  ways,  neither  agreeing  in  their  sentiments 
nor  any  one  article  offaitli.’’ 

Ismael  Ihii  Ali,  a  Mahommedan  historian  of 
crent  reputation,  also  says,  “the  atiiresaid  318 
Bishops  moreover,  assenting  to  the  ordinance  of 
Constantine,  set  forth  the  Christian  faith  in  a 
diffirent  manner  from  vvln.t  had  been  current  as 
such  heretofore.”  So  that  it  is  evident  that  not 
a  sixth  part  of  the  Bishops  present,  (only  318 
out  of  2048,)  could  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  of 
tho  Niccne  creed :  but  then  it  is  presumed  the 
Emperor’s  sword,  put  into  the  scale,  was  enough 
to  turn  tho  baluiico  in  favor  of  the  Bishop  of 
Alexandria. 

Notwithstanding  the  zeal  with  which  Con¬ 
stantine  espoused  the  cause  of  Alexanticr,  and 
decided  agaitist  tlie  voice  of  a  vast  majority  of 
the  Council,  he  soon  repented  of  his  then  nltra- 
orthodoxy,  banished  the  famous  Athanasius  to 
Treves,  recalled  Arius,  and  died  an  .\rian.— 
Furthermore,  the  Council  of  Jerus.iicni  received 
Arius:  and  Constnntius,  ahi-tting  the  dying  sen¬ 
timents  of  his  ftillier,  established  Ariunisin  as 
the  religion  of  his  empire. 

But  still,  at  this  late  period,  tho  doctrine  of 
the  Trinity  seems  not  to  have  been  known. 
Though  the  deity  of  Christ  was  advocated  by  a 
few,  the  deity  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  in- 
dneting  him  as  a  third  jierson  into  the  Trinity, 
had  not  yet  been  thoiiiintof.  .\t  lencth,  after  a 
long  struggle  biqween  the  followers  of  Arius  and 
8:ihellins.  Athanasius  began  to  publish  (about 
the  year  36.3)  his  new  doctrine  of  ihc  Holy  Spir¬ 
it  with  some  degree  of  approbation ;  and  having 
raised  up  a  new  party,  Thnorlosius  the  Great 
called  another  geiivral  Council  at  Constantino¬ 
ple,  A.  D.  381  ;  wliich  adopted  the  Holy  Ghost 
into  (I  had  almost  said  tile  family  of  God)  the 
holv  Trinity,  as  it  then  began  to  be  called. 

Thus  Athanasius,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
fourth  century,  seems  to  have  hroiiglit  tbrtii  this 
doctrine,  and  iiiav  justly  claim  it  as  his  own 
child.  Gregory  Nazianzen,  in  one  of  his  ora¬ 
tions,  says,  “  When  many  were  unsound  in  tho 
f»ith  concerning  tlie  Son,  many  ntore  concern¬ 
ing  tlie  Spirit,  and  very  few  sound  in  both  arti¬ 
cles  ;  Athanasius  was  moved  to  assert  of  the 
Spirit,  what  others  had  done  of  the  Son.” 

The  forty-five  creed-making  Councils  that 
assembled  during  this  century,  and  tho  rapidly 
aeeninulating  corruptions  tliat  began  now  to  pour 
into  the  Church  from  all  quarters,  put  the  fini.sli- 
iiig  strokes  to  tlie  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and 
it  was  fixed  during  the  long  and  dark  ages  of 
the  Church,  mu'’h  the  same  as  it  is  now  held 
forth  by  Trinitarian  divines.  It  was  conceived 
in  sill  anJ  shapen  in  iniquity.  But  wliat  is,  to 
me.  the  most  marvelous,  is,  that  such  a  doctrine, 
so  unfounded  in  reason  and  the  word  of  God, 
nnknown  during  the  three  first  centuries  of  the 
Christian  era.  brought  forth  and  cherished  in  tlie 
darkness  and  corruptions  of  that  age,  slionid 
still  he  held  in  this  enlightened  age  and  country, 
by  my  good  brethren  the  Pres'nytcrians,  and  par¬ 


ticularly  by  so  sensible  a  man  as  Br.  S.  C.  .^i• 
km. 

I  shall  resume  this  subject  in  another  letter, 
shortly.  Yours,  &r.  D.  S. 


DR.  £LY«8  CALVINIS:tr. 

In  a  late  number  of  the  Philadelphian,  Dr. 
lily,  ill  answer  to  a  letter  from  Dr.  Henry  II. 
Wilson,  of  Albany,  making  some  inquiries  con¬ 
cerning  his  sentiments,  holds  the  fidlowing  lan¬ 
guage 

“On  the  sulijtict  of  the  atonement  there 
has  been  of  late  years,  considerable  approx¬ 
imation  to  unanimity  ;  for  now  we  nil  hold, 
thiit  the  amount  and  duration  of  our  Sa¬ 
viour's  siifierintfs  were  finite ;  that  his  pnins 
were  all  his  own,  and  not  the  identical  pains 
of  any  o’her  laang  ;  that  his  pains  did  not 
ineludc  any  of  those  feelings  which  result 
from  eonscionsness  of  personal  criminalitv; 
that  his  own  sufferings  were  endured  by  him 
for  others,  for  siimcis,  and  so  were  vicari¬ 
ous  ;  that  they  were  such  in  tlieir  nature, 
duration,  intensity,  and  amount  as  the  jus¬ 
tice,  wisdom,  truth,  and  faithfulness  of 
GikI  retpiired  him  as  Mediator  to  expe¬ 
rience  ;  and  that  his  suflerings  will  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  the  elect ;  to  all  who  shall  ever 
come  to  Christ;  in  such  a  way  that  God 
will  be  just  as  well  as  merciful  in  justifying 
them.  About  the  actual  rcdeaiptiou  of 
Cod's  elect,  there  is  no  dispute  among  us  ; 
for  all  admit  that  Christ  is  their  onl)',  all- 
suflicient,  just  Redeemer.” 

“  Concerning  the  inherent  merit  of 
Christ's  sufferings,  and  their  essential  svjji- 
r.imcij  and  ajrpUcahility,  there  does  exist  at 
present  a  diversity  of  opinion.  The  great¬ 
er  part  ofour  ministers  teach  that  xhemrnt 
of  Christ’ ssufferings  was  infinitely  sufficient, 
not  only  for  the  salvation  of  ali  niunkind, 
but  for  millions  of  worlds  of  sinners.  Of 
course,  these  hold  that  these  infinitely  meri¬ 
torious  and  sufficient  sufferings  fiirnisli  the 
|)ro[ier  groniid  on  wliieli  a  free  and  absolute 
pardon  may  lie  oflered  to  every  sinner. — 
Others  hold  and  teach  that  the  sufficiency  of 
Christ's  meritorious  sufferings  for  tlic  par¬ 
don  of  all  men  tiepends  on  the  purpose  of 
Cod,  tiiat  Christ  should  render  such  an  infi- 
finilely  siiffieicnt  and  therefore  universally 
ap|)lieahle,  viearious  sutliTing ;  that  Coil 
might,  in  consideiai’on  ofit,  sincerely  offer 
niieoiulilionally  to  pardon  cll  mankind. — 
There  opinions  I  bold  to  be  nil  false  ;  hut 
they  do  not  lead  the  holders  of  them,  as  ve¬ 
ry  naturally  they  might,  either  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Universal  sal*  itioii,  or  to  the  denial 
of  the  actual  redemption  of  God's  elect. — 
I  hold,  therefore,  these  erring  brethren  to  be 
essentially  sound  in  the  faith,  and  treat  them 
acetirdingly  ;  while  I  renounce  their  spec¬ 
ulations  about  a  merit  nev^r  to  he  reward- 
e<l,  an<t  a  sujfieirncy,  never  tti  be  actually 
applieil  to  the  salvation  of  any  sinners, 
whom  Christ  ditl  not  in  his  vicarious  obe¬ 
dience,  even  unto  death,  represent,  that 
they,  through  his  substitution  in  the  place 
of  their  persons,  might  be  accepted  ns 
righteous.” 

“  That  obedience  which  was  not  render¬ 
ed  for  a  particular  individual  can  never  b<» 
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ttvplicahle  to  liis  l)onefit  ;  and  whatever  for  t!ie  salTalion  of  eZi  nwinA-i/i^,  but  Ibr  mi/Zians  llien  add,  they  would” — then  attempt  to 
Christ  h  .j  nicrileJ,  tlwit  shall  lie  receive  Lj/”  irorZ/Za  «riner.s-,”  and  hence,  tliat  ”  a  free  show  that  the  ‘‘govcrnnir-rital  influence"  and 
Irom  the  hands  of  perfret  jnstiee,  even  to  a(,,olute  pardon  may  be  oflered  to  every  ‘‘divine  mental  euasion”  of  the  Holy  Spirit  arc 
the  ssdvation  of  the  last  sinner,  l.ic  dias-  p.i„pg^  •>  “  Others  hold  that  die  sufllciencv  of  i/wZZ.'tjcw.  , ’Ze  to  the  conversion  of  ainners,  and 
trswnent  ot  wuosc  peace  he  bore.  That  ~  ,  h  .1  .  .1  .  j  1  ,  . 

Jesus  by  redeining  his  people  has  deserved  suffl-rmgs,  for  the  pardon  that  these  are  bestowed  onZy  on  an  eLci  and 

some  other  honor  than  that  of  Uieir  salva-  men,  depends  on  the  purpose  of  God,”  chosen  number  of  the  human  family!  This  is 

tion,  I  admit;  "wherefore,  (iod  also  hath  vCc.  All  these  opinions  tlic  Doctor  considers  somewhat  like  attempting  to  prove  that  a  thing 
hi^rhly  exalted  him,”  and  made  him  head  false,  and  thinks ‘‘tj^ey  might  very  naturally  lead  may  exist,  and  not  exist,  at  the  same  time.  But, 
cvrr  all  things  to  tlie  church  ;  hut  had  he  either  to  the  doctrine  of  uniccrsal  salcation,  or  3.  The  Doctor  says,  “  that  obodicnce  which 
merit^  Uie  pardon  of  all  sinnere,  by  actual-  {„  jj,g  denial  of  die  actual  redemption  of  God’s  was  not  rendered  for  a  particular  individual  can 
ly  sunenns to  the  full  satisfaction  of  divine  ,1  _.  <>  a„j  i  i  i  .1  •  i  i'  c  ■  i-  .  ..  .  . 

jusUce  for  all  sinners,  then  rdl  sinners  And  so  we  should  thinly  “‘i'cr  he  «//;iZir«iZc  to  his  benefit;  and  whatever 

would  certainly  have  been  pardoned,  and  to  Calvmistic  premises,  Christ  did  not  Christ  has  weritciZ,  that  shall  he  receive  from  the 

the  devil  himself  would  have  escaped  ever-  "*  and  if  he  actually  died/ur«ZZ,  and  hands  of  perfect  justice,  even  to  the  salvation 
lasting  pnnishment.”  his  atonement  was  infinitely  sufllcicnt  for  the  of  the  last  siniior,  the  chastisement  of  whose 

"  Yon  will  doubtless,  learn,  hrolher  Wil-  ( salvation,  not  only  of  all  mankind,  but  of  mil-  peace  he  bore”— even  “all  sinners  would  be 
son,  from  the  nliove  statement,  lliat  I  hold  |  Hons  of  irorlds  of  siuners,  surely  no  one  could  pardoned,  and  the  devil  himself  escape  over- 
lo  a  limited  atonement,  adapted  to  Uic  «ctu-  j  reasonably  conclude  that  less  than  all  mankind  lasting  punishment.”  Bight,  Doctor,  right,  ac- 
al  salvation  of  all  who  will  ever  he  willing  ,  saved.  But  Dr.  Ely  says  they  do  not  cording  to  your  own  premises.  Stick  to  them 

f**.*^*^^  ^  *iV  ^  conclude.  Still  be  thinks  the  sentiment  and  vou  will  do  well  enough,  in  maintaining 

Christ,  more  strjclly  than  Owen,  or  your  i  ,  ,,  ,  ,  .  ,  «  ,  r  .  ,  ° 

favorite  'rurrettin,  eir  even  your  Orthodox  renounces  “their  speculations  about  Calvniism ;  at  least  as  w'ell  as  any  body  can  do 

self.  Of  course,  you  will  he  able  to  shtwv  never  to  bo  rewarded,  and  a  suffleiency  in  support  of  so  horrid  a  sentiment.  But  do 

iny  quondam  friends,  that  I  am  no  llopkin-  ;  never  to  be  actually  applied  to  the  salvation  of  not  adulterate  it  by  mixing  the  semblance  of  .\r- 
sian  ;  and  that  however  given  to  change,  '  sinners,”  Ac.  Of  course,  the  Doctor  believes  minianism  with  it  to  suit  the  times.  But  Doc- 
when  convinced  of  error ,  I  have  not  chan-  jf,  {{jg  salvation  of  all for  trhom  Christ  (lied,  and  tor,  whatever  may  be  said,  and  whatever  dil^ 
ged  my  sentimeuts^  on  the  subject  of  the  |,g  redocniod  an  elect  and  chosen  ference  may  exist  in  oar  respective  views  of  tlie 

atonement,  which  is  the  sole  nicntorions  l  ,  i  11  1  u  i-  .1  .  ,  1  ■  .  r  i  I  ■  • 

cause  of  the  actual  redemption  of  all  ,vho  naZarc  and  cAuracter  of  the  atonement  by  Christ, 

shall  be  saved.  Yet  I  love  multitudes,  ns  ^ow  of  one  thing  I  am  satishcd,  viz;  ifanywdllbe 

good  Presbyterians,  who  hold  to  particular  '  look  at  the  Doctor  s  consistency.  In  a  saved  by  him,  the  xchole  human  ^mily'  vrill  be 

redemption  and  universal  atonement.”  doctrinal  sermon  published  in  the  very  paper  sharers  in  that  blessing — if  you  credit  the  Bible, 

"  I  remain  yours,  as  formerly,  in  the  from  which  the  above  article  is  taken,  lie  says,  there  is  no  way  of  avoiding  this  conclusion, 
bonds  of  the  Gospel.’’  E.  S,  Ely.”  "They  wlio  will  be  lost  7ni,gZ.Z  believe,  and  re-  For  that  asserts  positively,  that  Jesus  Christ 
On  the  above  we  submit  the  fiillowing  re-  pent,  and  be  sared,  if  they  would.”  Will  the  “gave  himself  a  ransom  for  ALL  to  he  testijicd 
marks.  Wc  shall  take  up  the  Doctor's  para-  Doctor  please  proscribe  sonic  medicine  that  will  indue  time” — that  ho,  “  by  tho  grace  of  God, 
graphs  separately,  in  order  as  they  stand.  cure  this  part  of  his  Divinity,  by  explaining  how  tasted  death  fiir  EVERY  M.AN” — that  he  is  the 

i.  From  the  first  paragraph  wc  learn  that  those  can  be  sared  whom  Christ  did  noZ  wZeemy  propitiation  for  the  sins  {not  sin,  but  sins)  of 
“  there  has  been  of  late  years  considerable  ay-  But  he  says  a  few  lines  below,  (fiir  he  evidently  THE  WHOLE  WORLD,  not  a  part  of  the 
prorimation  to  unanimity”  among  Preshyteri-  saw'  the  self-contradiction  in  which  he  was  in-  world,  lint  the  whole.  Doctor,  can  you  tell 
ans,  “on  the  subject  of  the  atonement;”  and  volved,)  “the  purposes  of  God  concerning  the  what  these  passages  mean?  We  presume  you 
that  all  now  hold  that  “our  Saviour’s  sufierings  everlasting  death  of  those  wlio  will  experience  could  if  they  had  read  as  follows — “  a  ransom 
•were finite” — were  all  his  own — including  none  it,  not  being  known  to  these  individuals,  cannot  (or  the  elect,  to  be  testified  in  due  time— tasted 

“of  those  feelings  wliieh  result  from  the  con-  influence  their  moral  conduct,”  i.  c.  though  God  death  for  every  man  that  teas  elected _ a  propi- 

scioiisness  of  personal  criminality,”  &c,  and  had  decreed  their  unbelief  and  eternal  damna-  tiation  for  the  sins  of  those  that  were  cWci  cut 
hiiTiicrniore,  tli'dt  these  sufl'erings  of  Christ  shall  tion,  this  being  unknown  to  them,  could  not  of  the  world,  &c. 

ho  applied  to  all  the  elect ;  to  all  wl;o  shall  ever  imliieiice  their  unbelief  nor  prevent  their  salva-  4  j„  conclusion  Dr.  Ely  again  states  his  be¬ 
come  to  Clirist.”—“  All  admit  that  Christ  is  the  tion!  Why,  really,  Dr.  Ely,  your  system  of  |;ef  ^  ZZmiZci.atonenient,  and  congratulates 
only,  all-suflieiciit,  just  Redeemerof  the  elect.”  Divinity  needs  more  medical  aid  than  you  can  |,in„iclf  on  being  a  little  more  orthodox  even 
Here  the  Doctor  and  all  his  hrothren  certainly  render  it,  to  make  it  appear  wliole.  i\ow.  Doc-  ,i,^„  Wilson  liimself,  or  Owen,  or  his  fevor- 
forget  themselves,  and  overthrow  their  whole  ,  tor,  please  answer  one  or  two  simple  questions:  Turrettin  ;  and  above  all,  that  he  is  “  no  Hop 
scheme.  For  if  Christ  snfi'ered  only  in  a  finite  j  Can  those  icZitTf,  who  God  eternally  Z.ticjc  would  kinsian.”  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
degree,  and  yet  was  a  ricarioussacrifiee,  and  an  j  not  believe?  or  in,  other  words,  can  an  event  Doctor  resolved,  in  his  vounger  days  never  to 
oli-syjgicinit  and  just  Redeemer  of  God’s  elect,  take  place  that  God  eternally  hnew  would  not  for  friendship  toUopkinsianis’m.  And 

it  must  clearly  be  seen  that  the  demerit  of  sin  is  j  take  place  ?  You  maintain  tliat  all  will  be  saved  presume  his  Orthodoxy  will  not  soon  be 
not  infinite— of  course  the  eternal  damnation  of  j  whom  Christ  redeemed,  and  that  none  can  be  j„  ,,„cstion,  after  such  an  explicit  avowal 

any  would  be  unjust.  The  Doctor  cannot  gain- 1  saved  who  are  not  redeemed.  How  then  say  jj  certainly  Gi  tkodox  to  the  back 

say  or  avoid  this  conclusion— of course,  his  own  ■  yon,  that  “  they  who  will  be  lost,  might  he—  indisputable  is  it,  to  our 

system  is  overthrown,  and  endless  damnation  i  saved”  ?  But  you  add,  “  if  they  would.”  Aye,  Orthodoxy  is  opposed  to  the  Bi. 

is  refuted  in  ih^  very  premises.  For  the  Doctor  ,  that  f!  But  who  controls  that }/'?  You  say  just  common  sense,  reason,  philosophy  and 

dare  not  contend  that  the  non-elect  arc  more  below,  (in  your  sermon,)  “  The  Holy  Spirit  j„5ticc,  as  well  as  to  itself.  If  it  were  not  so, 
criminal  than  tlie  elect.  |  c.xerts  an  indispensable,  saving,  goccnimental  i,  could  not  propCrly  be  called  Ortliodoxy,  in  the 

•J.  From  the  second  paragraph  wo  learn  there  in/?uenee  over  the  mind  in  crery  i/isZancs  q/’ con-  modern  sense  of  that  word.  S. 

is  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  Presbyterians  rersion  ;  without  which  divine  mental  suasion,  - 

concerning  the  KteriZ,  stifficienaj,  and  nppUcahili-  no  sinner  would  crerrepent.”  O  Doctor,  what  The  Rev.  Win.  L.  McCalla,  the  “  pugilistic 
Zy  of  Ciirist’s  sufferings ;  that  the  majority  hold  sophistry  is  yonrs !  You  pretend  your  system  theologian,”  says  that  Dr.  Ely  had  rather  be 
to  fheir  irtfiniit  merit  and  si^rjmry  “  not  only  i  is  so  liberal  that  all  mijrAZ repent  and  be  saved —  AtekrtZ,  than  rot  noticed  all.  O. 
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CHEAP  PAMPHLETS.  I  received.  After  the  first  number  is  issued,  pay- 1  THE  TRACT  CAUSE, 


To  supply  Universalists  with  cheap  pamph-  j 
kts  for  gratuitous  distribution,  we  iiavc  conclu¬ 
ded  to  print  a  series  of  monthly  pamphlets,  to 
be  called  the  “Christian  Visitant.”  Each 
number  will  contain  12  duodecimo  pages,  close¬ 
ly  printed,  with  good  type,  on  fair  paper,  to 
treat  on  doctrinal  and  practical  subjects  relating 
to  "  the  common  salvation,”  written  in  plain 
style,  and  mild  manner,  so  as  best  to  recommend 
our  holy  ftiitlt  to  the  understanding  and  afiections 
of  a  candid  inquirer. 

The  work  will  commence  as  soon  as  a  pa¬ 
tronage  of  1000  copies  is  obtainctl,  and  the  first 
number  will  contain  a  statement  of  the  general 
belief  of  Universalists,  together  with  several 
reasons  why  we  reject  the  doctrine  of  endless 
sin  and  suffering. 

The  "  JlsUants”  will  be  afforded  tosubscri- 
ber.s,  at  .<|1.75  per  100 — $1.12  per  50 — and  38 
cents  per  do^en — meaning,  of  course,  thatquan. 
tity  of  eofh  number — until  a  patronage  of  3000 
copies  is  obtained ;  when  they  will  be  afforded 
at  $1.50  per  100— $1  per  50— and  31  cents  per 
dozen — until  a  patronage  of  5000  copies  is  ob¬ 
tained  ;  when  they  will  be  afforded  at  $1.12  per 
100 — 75  cents  per  50,  and  25  cents  per  dozen, 
orat  “  one  thousand  pages  for  a  dollar”  equal 
in  cheapness  with  the  American  Tract  Society’s 
works. 

As  the  American  Tract  Society  begs  its  capi¬ 
tal,  and  wo  must  earn,  ours — and  they  print  on 
stereotyped  plates,  fur  an  immense  patronage^ 
and  by  mule,  horse,  and  steam  power — we  hope 
our  friends  will  not  accuse  us  of  making  ton 
much  profit  in  entering  into  competition  with 
them  in  cheapness,  should  the  aforesaid  patron- 
agetic  granted  us.  Indeed,  nothing  but  making 
it  a  cash  business — a  certain,  substantial,  and 
ready  patronage— can  enable  us  to  publish  at  the 
aforesaid  prices. 

Let  Societies,  therefore,  (or  companies,)  as¬ 
certain  the  number  of  “  llsitants”  they  can 
take  per  month — raise  sufficient  funds,  appoint 
an  agent,  in  whose  name,  and  through  whom 
all  business,  (as  subscribing,  paying  for,  and 
reccivingthe  pamphlets  for  them,)  may  be  trans¬ 
acted.  and  acquaint  us  as  soon  as  possible,  free 
of  postage,  with  what  they  have  determined  to 
do  towards  assisting  us  in  the  important  and 
useful  undertaking.  By  thus  uniting  their  indi¬ 
vidual  efforts,  they  will  get  more  pamphlets  per 
month,  and.  much  lessen  our  trouble.  And  if 
dificrent  societies  wish  to  combine,  and  they,  or 
any  individualif,  will  take  more  hundreds  than 
one,  per  month,  we  will  make  a  deduction  of 
ten  pet  cent.  In  short,  to  subscribers  we  will 
afford  them,  at  all  times,  as  cheap  as  our  own 
pecuniary  safety  will  properly  allow. 

As  we  wish  to  make  the  work  as  permanent 
as  we  are  certain  it  will  be  useful  to  our  cause, 
no  subscription  for  less  than  a  dozen  copies  per 
tntunh— nor  a  less  time  than  one  year,  will  be 


ment  in  advance,  for  such  time  as  may  bo  con¬ 
venient,  must  be  required.  Cost  of  transporta¬ 
tion  on  the  Visitants,  and  postage  on  all  letters 
relating  to  them,  must  be  paid  by  those  receiv¬ 
ing  the  first,  or  sending  the  latter. 

As  we  wish  to  issue  the  first  number  during 
the  month  of  January  next,  we  are  obliged  to 
wy  to  every  person  favorable  to  the  underta¬ 
king,  XT'  ffhat  thim  doest,  do  it  qcicxLy. 

A.  B.  &  R.  K.  G. 

THE  TWO  WILLS  OF  GOD. 

Calvinists  maintain  that  it  is  God’s  rectaled 
will  that  all  men  shall  be  saved ;  hut  that  he  has 
a  secret  will  in  opposition  to  this,  whicJi  is,  that 
a  part  shall  be  eternally  damned. 

Queries:  How  came  our  C.alvinistin  brethren 
to  the  knotclcdge  of  this  secret  will?  Have  they 
been  permitted  to  enter  the  arcana  of  heaven 
and  be  privy  to  the  secret  counsels  of  Jehorah  ? 
If  so,  have  lliey  not  been  guilty  of  unpardona¬ 
ble  treachery  and  unfaithfulness  in  tlius  betray¬ 
ing  their  trutt  and  ditulging  this  secret  will? 
.\nd  how  can  tlicy  ever  expect  to  be  trusted 
with  another  secret,  having  been  so  unfaithful 
in  this  ?  Once  more :  If  God  has  a  secret  will 
in  opposition  to  his  revealed — if  his  revealed  is 
not  his  real  will,  who,  after  learning  this, 
would  place  any  confidence  in  revelation, 
knowing  the  revelation  God  had  made  of  his 
will,  was  calculated  to  mislead  and  deceive? 
Brother  Calvinists  please  answer  these  ques¬ 
tions.  S. 

COD’S  \VII.L  AND  .MAN’S  WILL. 

“God  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved  and  come 
unto  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.”  “But,”  re¬ 
plies  the  Limitarian,  “all  men  will  not  be  saved, 
because  they  will  not  comply  with  the  terms  of 
the  gospel — their  wills  are  stubborn — they  will 
not  yield.”  Well,  whose  will  shall  prevail — 
the  will  of  the  creature,  or  the  will  of  the  Cre¬ 
ator?  Answer:  “Cod  worketh  all  things  after 
the  counsel  of  his  own  will.”  But  again,  the 
Liraitarian  rcplie^  “God  will  never  save  man¬ 
kind  against  their  own  wills — he  will  not  com¬ 
pel  them  to  be  happy.”  Answer:  Ilis  “peo¬ 
ple  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power ;” 
fur  he  “turneth  tlie  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men  as  the  rivers  of  water  arc  turned.”  Again, 
does  God  will  a  thing  without  reference  to  the 
means  by  which  it  is  to  be  accomplished,  and 
without  knowing  whether  his  will  can  be  grat- 
fied  or  not?  If  so,  and  his  will  is  eternally 
thwarted,  will  not  God  be  eternally  miserable? 

_  S. 

NEW-HAVEX,  CONX. 

A  letter  from  Br.  T.  Fisk  informs  us  the 
“glad  tidings  of  the  kingdom”  has  taken  deep 
root  in  that  city,  and  is  prospering  beyond  ex¬ 
ample.  He  preached  there  lately  to  most  crowd¬ 
ed  and  respectable  audiences.  Our  limits  for¬ 
bid  further  notice.  G. 


We  learn  that  an  agent  of  the  .American  Tract 
Society  lately  visited  Marietta,  Pa. — preached 
in  favor  of  tracts,  &c. — took  up  a  collcctiom  for 
the  Society,  and,  from  an  audience  ofobout  three 
hundred  persons,  succeeded  in  collecting  thir- 
TBSa  CB.VTS  I 

Ho  wished  those  favorable  to  the  cause  to 
remain  and  unite  themselves  into  a  societv'. 
Two  pre.achei's,  two  females,  two  eldeTs,aDd  the 
person  who  takes  care  of  the  house,  were  all, 
we  believe,  who  remained !  The  rest  of  the 
audience— disgusted  at  the  details  of  the  blessed 
effects  of  distributing  “  the  little  dirhte  messen¬ 
gers” — rushed  from  the  house,  after  the  bene¬ 
diction  was  given,  as  if  the  pestilence  was  tliere. 
•And  it  was. 

The  Christian  party  in  politics  need  send  no 
agents  to  Marietta — a  door  is  opened  there  which 
no  man  can  shut — the  secret  commission,  and 
its  accompanying  plans  for  getting  money  is 
there,  and  these  things  nro  well  understood  by 
a  people,  who  oct  according  to  the  light  they 
possess.  Would  that  there  were  more  like 
them.  G. 

TO  CORRE8POXDENTS. 

J.  n.  K.,  is  unavoidably  deferred  to  make 
room  for  the  thanksgiving  hymn — we  hope  soon 
to  hear  from  her  again — her  Hebrew  melody 
in  our  last  betokens  a  gift  that,  even  if  it  should 
not  be  improveil,  should  be  often  employed. 

Veritas  shall  have  a  place  soon. — Several 
others,  among  whom  is  our  excellent  brother 
L.  I..  S.,  have  been  kept  waiting,  thus  far, 
but  we  hope  not  finally,  in  vain. 

Alp’s  Questions  will  be  continued  next  week. 

AGEXT  WAXTED. 

Wanted  immediately,  an  active,  intelligent 
and  responsible  agent  fur  this  paper,  to  travel 
through  tlie  country,  collect  arrearages  that  are 
due  the  Publisher,  and  procure  new  subscribers. 
None  need  apply  except  those  who  can  come 
well  recommended  and  give  good  security. 
To  such  an  one  liberal  terms  will  be  oftcred  by 
D.  SKINNER. 

XT’ Those  subscribers  who  intend  to  discon¬ 
tinue  their  subscriptions  at  the  end  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  volume,  are  requested  to  give  notice  of  the 
same,  previous  to  the  first  of  January.  We  hope 
Mie  number  will  be  small.  All  others  will  be 
considered  subscribers  for  next  year.  S. 

NATIONAL. 

National  Societies  are  all  the  rage — we  learn 
that  the  Free  Inquirers  of  New- York  have  es¬ 
tablished  another  “  National  Tract  Society”  in 
opposition  to  the  “  American  Tract  Society”  of 
the  Presbyterians.  If  we  mistake  not,  the  term 
“  National”  has  been  applied  to  their  various 
societies,  by  the  Christian  Party  in  Politics,  to 
prepare  the  public  mind  fiir  a  “  wise  Nalionat 
i  creed.”  G. 
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(For  the  Mngaiint  mud  Adoeralt.] 

THANKSGIVING  HYHN. 

O  oinj  to  Jehovah !  for  iiRhl  io  advancing— 

I^u!t  111  the  Lord,  for  hia  glory  is  come ; 

The  aanbcama  of  Trulli  npon  ninrtala  are  glancing, 

The  wandering  pilgrim  iajonrneying  liome. 

Awnke,  then,  from  wirrow,  nriae  from  deapair, 
'J'iir  night  hoa  been  long,  bat  the  morning  is  lUir. 

4)  a'.iout !  for  llie  day-alar  from  Heaven  is  shining ; 

Tjm  reign  of  Di  lusion  Is  over  and  gone  i 
riove,  pracr.joy  and  hope,  are  their  tendrils  entwining, 
And  juKtica  and  uiercy  combining  in  one. 

Awake,  then,  from  snrraw,  ari(>e  from  despiiir, 
The  night  has  beni  long,  but  the  morning  is  fulr. 

N'o  more  shall  the  wanderer,  groping  in  error. 

Ilia  vision  berloudeil  willi  clarknerw  and  night, 

A’iew  life  in  desjialr,  ami  the  fiitore  with  terror ; 

The  became  of  salvation  luive  burst  on  the  aiglit. 
Awake,  then,  from  sorrow,  arise  from  despair. 
The  night  has  been  long,  but  the  rooming  is  fair. 

itcioice  1  for  the  earth  is  resamiiig  her  splendor. 

The  flewers  of  Kden  are  blooming  anew ; 

The  tymiit  ofdarkne.ss  hi.a  throne  shall  surrender. 

Ami  freedom  revisit  the  (ienlile  aiid  Jew. 

Aw-ake,  then,  front  sorrow,  arise  from  despair. 
The  night  has  iicrn  long,  but  the  morning  is  fair. 
Btanrilte,  Deremher,  1831.  Ij.  C.  B. 

From  the  London  BritUk  Uagaiint, 

STANZAS. 

BY  VV1I.M'  CAVLOBD  CI.ARK. 

*■  llow  grcnl  are  bis  signs,  and  how  mighty  are  his  won¬ 
ders  i  His  kitigdoili  is  an  evei  lnsliiig  kingdom,  anil  his 
dominion  is  from  generation  to  generation.” — Daniel. 

I  marked  the  Spring,  nn  she  passed  along, 

■YY'ilh  her  rye  of  light  and  her  lip  of  song  ; 

YVhile  she  stole  in  peare  o’er  tlie  green  earth’s  breast, 
AVhile  the  streams  sprang  out  from  their  iry  rest : 

The  buds  bent  hiw  to  the  breeze’s  sigh. 

And  their  breath  went  forlli  to  the  scented  sky  ■, 

AVhen  tlir  fielils  looktsi  frrsli  in  llieir  sweet  repose, 
And  tiie  young  dews  slept  on  the  new-born  rose. 

I  looked  upon  Piimnier the  golden  son 
Poured  joy  over  all  lli.st  he  looked  upon  ; 

His  glance  was  rtisl  like  u  gill  abnmd, 

I.ike  tlie  boundless  smile  of  n  perfect  Ood ! 

•rbe  stream  sltone  glad  in  his  mnglr  rny— 

'J'he  fleecy  clouds  o’er  the  green  hills  lay 
Over  rich  dark  wooillands  titeir  sliiidows  went, 

As  tliry  floated  in  light  throiigli  Uie  Crmament. 

The  scene  was  clianged.  It  was  Autumn’s  liour: 

A  (htst  had  disroktred  llte  Summer  bower ; 

•Phe  blast  wailed  sad  midst  the  ciinkererl  leaves, 

Tlie  reaper  stood  musing  by  gathered  sheaves ; 

'Phe  mellow  pomp  of  the  rainbow  woods 
Was  stirreil  by  the  sound  of  the  rising  floods ; 

And  1  knew  by  iheclmtd — 1^’  the  wild  wind's  stmin, 
That  Winter  drew  near,  witli  storms,  again! 

I  .stood  by  the  Ocean ;  its  waters  rolled 
In  their  changeful  beauty  of  sapphire  and  gold  •, 

And  Day  looked  down  with  its  radiant  smiles, 

YVliere  the  bite  waves  danced  roiiud  a  thousand  isles  ■, 
The  ships  went  fortli  on  the  trackless  sens, 

Their  white  wings  played  in  the  joyous  breeze  i 
Their  prows  rushed  on  'midst  tlte  parted  foam. 

While  tire  wanderer  was  wrapt  in  a  dream  of  Home ! 

The  mountain  arose  with  its  lofly  brow, 

While  its  shitdiiw  lay  sleeping  in  vales  below ; 

‘I'be  mist,  like,  a  garland  of  glory  lay. 

Where  its  proud  heights  soared  in  the  air  awny  -, 

Tlie  eagle  was  lltere  on  his  tireless  wing. 

And  Ids  sliriek  went  tip  like  an  oflering ; 

And  he  seeme<l,  in  his  sunward  fliglil,  to  raise 
A  chant  ol  iltanksgfvinp— a  hymn  of  pruise  • 


I  lotiked  ou  the  arch  ofthc  niidnight  skies, 

With  its  blue  and  uiiseareliable  niystcriei: : 

The  moon,  'midst  an  eloquent  iiiuliimde 
Ofgiiiiunibered  stars,  her  career  pursued  : 

A  rharm  of  sleep  on  the.  city  fell, 

.\ll  snmids  lay  liOHlH'd  in  that  brooding  spell — 

Ily  babbling  brooks  were  the  buds  M  rest. 

And  the  wild-bird  dreaiuetl  sweet  on  his  downy  nest. 

I  stood  where  die  deep’ning  lompost  passed ; 

Tlie  strong  trees  groanol  in  foa  seonding  bbtst ; 

Tbe  maminriog  ilrep  with  ib<  wrecks  roiled  on. 

The  eJmids  overshadowed  the  miglity  sm. 

The  low  reeda  beat  hy  tlie  sireamlel’H  side, 

And  the  lulls  to  the  thunder-peal  replied — 

'Pile  lightning  burst  forth  on  its  fl-Mrful  wuy, 

While  the  heavens  were  lit  in  its  red  urruy ! 

-Yiid  liuth  Man  tlie  piiwer,  with  liis  pride  und  skill, 
To  amnse  all  Nstare  with  storms  at  w  ill  1 
Hath  lie  power  to  color  tlm  !8uniinrr  ehiod — 

To  ulliiy  tlie  tempest  w  hen  llic  liilks  are  btiw'ed  ? 

Can  lie  waken  the  Spring  wiili  lier  fesinl  wreatlil 
Can  tlie  siin  grow  dim  liy  Ids  lightest  lireatli  I 
Will  he  eoiiie  again  wlien  Death’s  vale  is  tiod  1 
Who  then  aliulldare  innnnur  “there  it  no  God!" 


SrPERKTITION. 

The  following  anecdote  from  Tyermmi’.s  and  Bermet’s 
voyages,  will  uiiinse  some  of  oar  reailers : — 

”  Our  cliief  iiiiilc  siutl  lluil  on  laianl  of  a  ship  where  he 
had  served,  tlie  mate  on  duly  onlereit  some  ofihe  youths 
to  ri’cftiie  miiiii-lopsa  it.  When  he  first  got  up  he  lieanl 
a  strange  voice  sayine,  “It  hlowsluird.”'  Tlie  had  wail¬ 
ed  for  no  more ;  he  was  down  in  n  trier,  and  telling  Ids 
adventure.  A  seeoiiil  inniediiitely  ascended,  laugldiig 
III  llie  folly  of  Ids  eompunion,  Inil  reinrned  even  more 
quickly,  deidnring  that  lie  was  quite  sure  lliat  a  voice, 
not  of  this  world,  had  criisl  in  Ids  cur,  ”  It  Iiiows  luiril.” 
Another  went,  nnd  aimtlier,  lint  each  eiinie.  back  willi  llie 
same  tale.  At  Irnglli  Iht;  m  'te,  having  sent  up  tlie  w  linie 
wiileli,  ran  up  the  sliromis  Idiiisell^  and  vviKUi  lu'  roaelied 
iIh’  liaiiiiled  spot,  lieard  llie  drendlUl  words  disiinelly  ut¬ 
tered  in  ids  ears,  ••  It  blows  liaril.”  ”  Ay,  ay,  ohi  laie : 
bill  blow  it  ever  so  hard,  wc  must  ease  the  earing  for  all 
Ilia',”  replied  the  male  imdauiiieilly :  and  liKiking  round, 
he  spied  a  hue  parrot  laTrlied  ou  one  of  llie  clews,  tlH! 
tliniiglillesH  niuhor  of  all  tlie  fliise  nhinns,  wldrli  liiul 
prolmlily  eseapetl  from  Mime  oli.er  vessel,  tint  liud  not 
bi'cn  (liMovered  to  liuve  taken  rellige  lai  lids.” 


Religious  Notices. 

Br.  D.  ikiaaer  will  preach  in  the  t'niversulisicliupel, 
in  this  village,  on  TIinnksgiving  day ;  at  11,  A.iM. — .andal 
Whileslioro’  Coiirthou.se  on  ttiuiday  evening,  lllli  inal. 

Hr.  A.  B.  (Irosh  will  preaeli  at  Nevv-Harlford  on 
Thiuiksgiviiig  day,  at  11  o’clock,  A.  M., — also,  on  the 
Sunday  following — und  utSuuquoitun  Uietliird  Sunday, 
instant. 

Br.  S.  R.  Smith  will  preach  at  the  Union  cburcli, 
Floyd,  on  the  secoml  Snnday,  (lllli)  insl. 


M.ARUI  AsGE. 


On  tlm  .TOih  nil.,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cnsnel.  Mr.  Franeie  D. 
Corey,  to  .Miss  Eliza  Colt,  all  of  tins  village. 


LIBERAL  LITERARY  INSTITUTION, 
AT  CLINTON,  N.  V. 

The  Preliminary  Schools  fiir  the  Winter,  lire  now  in 
surcessfitl  progress.  That  fiir  Yonrm  (tmileiiien  Ims 
already  ntuiined  a  sufllcient  niiinbrr  ofseliolars  to  justify 
its  estiiblishineiit,  mid  the  miiida'r  is  rapidly  iiiereiising. 
■pile  School  for  Y  oung  luidies  was  commenced  Noveiii- 
lier  ‘ilst,  and  is  gradually  receiving  accessions.  The 
.siiiilentH  in  Oengrapiiy  anil  Asironniny  particularly,  will 
possess  superior  ailvanlages,  as  they  will  rceidve  les¬ 
sons  on  Itie  tJlohes,  tliere  being  a  pair  of  Wilson’s  lldr- 
teen  ineli  Glolies  altuclied  to  the  InsUlinion.  Tlio.se  who 
piirposir  to  give  their  patronage,  should  lose  no  lime  in 
entering  tlieir  pupils.  Board  und  Tuition  ou  the  most 
reasonubl  terms. 


LlvTTERS  CONTAINING  REMITTANCES, 
Rceeired  at  thi$  office  dnrtng  the  reek, ending  Aut  30. 

P.  M..Cuzenovia,for  J.  8.,®2 — A.  F.,Tnii\ille,  (O.) 
«1— E.  B.,  now  of  New- York,  03.O(>-R.  C.  II.,  for  B. 
D.,  East  Salem,  Rl. SO — 1*.  .M.,  Albion,  for  S.  N.  T.  ami 
C.  J.,  *•>— J.  G..  Marietta.  (Pa.)  Rl— R.  T.,  Meiulville, 
(Pa.)  Rio— T.  F.  S..  Princeton.  (Ind.)  85— I.  .YI.  jr.. 
Perch  River, RI. 


PBOPOS.VLS 

For  pnhlithing  the  Toird  Fohtme  fJV«»  SrrtVi)  oftht 

EVANGELIEAL  MAGAZINE 

AND  GOSPEL  ADVOCATE. 

Gratcfol  for  the  approbation  and  the  inerrosed  polroii- 
ngc  eonferreil  on  Ilia  Magntine  and  Advocate,  and  con¬ 
scious  ofihe  eonlinu^  nerrasiiy  and  iiicrenidiia  usrfol. 
ness  ofaucli  a  vviwk,  its  Piihlisher  announces  the  hiteulcd 
cjiniiiiunnce  of  it  for  another  year,  cummencina  vrlili 
Jaiiunry,  1832. 

As  tiK-  fiilara  may  be  judged  of  by  the  past,  we  deom 
it  saffieient  to  nay  that  we  will  rominae  in  ndvocal*  Uia 
doctrine  of  (iinKs  universal  and  impiirtial  grace,  and  the 
filial  reroneiliation  of  all  inlelligeuces  to  their  hravrnly 
Piireui  t  and  to  dell-nd  the  religious  riglits  of  all  men 
against  every  eii.ick  wlialcver. 

'I’be  .Magazine  nnd  Advocate  will  rontain  practical, 
doeiriniil.and  iiiornl  Sermons  and  Essay.s— esplanaliooi 
and  illustrations  of  ScripUi re— proceedings  of  I'nivenial- 

isl  Convinlioiisniiil  Associations— notices  of  new  Socie¬ 
ties,  Ordinations,  IVdiculions,  and  religions  inteHigenct 
genei-ally — llyinenial  and  Obituary  notices — Poetry  and 
Misoi'llany,  It  w  ill  i  Iso  admit,  fiir  review  and  examla- 
Blioii,  well  written  urtieles  coiiimverting  the  doririnc  v»e 
proiess,  nnd  will  endeavor  candidly  to  "prove  all  tliiB|s, 
and  liold  fiisl  that  it  kick  i»  good." 

We  will  freely  and  frarlessly  ferret  onl  nnd  expose 
every  ecelesiuslical  alteiiipl  to  eonlrol  llie  Stale  or  Na- 
lioiml  Governments — to  proenre  the  passage  of  taws  &. 
voring  one  se«-i  in  preliTeiice  to  another- loexclodr  men 
from,  or  elevate  liieiii  to,  oflice  or  power,  merely  on  tc- 
eoiint  of  llieir  religious  opinions— or,  in  short,  any  arcta- 
riun  plans  or  pracliees  w  hich  may  infringe  on  ilie  rigku 
of  conscience,  the  good  of  society, or  the  prosperity  ofour 
fris-  institutions, 

Tlieimprovemenls  already  made,nlngrrnt  expense, do 
not  permit  ns  to  promise  much  more  fiir  the  lliird  volume  j 
hilt  every  possible  improvement  in  t)  pngraphy— in  mal- 
leriind  milliner— in  promptitude  and Udelitvj—wilihe made 
us  rapidly  ns  eirruiiisiunces  will  permit.  Tlie  care,  Inlior, 

:  ami  expense  bestowed  on  llie  work — its  variety  and  quan¬ 
tity  of  mailer — its  neatness  of  exeention  and  suitable  aim 
for  liinding— and  its  eery  loie  price,  (if  luiid  in  advance,) 
certainly  render  it  one  of  the  cliea|a>t,  if  not  llie  I**!, 
religions  piihlicnlions  in  llie  Union ;  wliilelhe  varying  el- 
fiirts  roiiliniinlly  made  to  proselyte  tlie  rising  generation 
to  a  luirliciilar  creed — to  aiiiiiss  wealth  under  llilse  pre- 
tellers,  and  to  unite  religious  with  political  power — the 
past  usefulness  ofthc  Miqtuziiic  nnd  Advoeale  in  oppos¬ 
in'!  these  pernicious  errors,  and  the  certainly  with  which 
tlial  usefulness  may  be  yet  fbrtlier  eiilargeil  by  incrcasinf 
its  circulation- oWJimtify  ns  in  railing  on  every  friend  to 
iriiih — every  lover  of  civil  ami  religious  freedom — lo  ex¬ 
ert  himself  in  prmMiring  good  and  efiicieni  patrons  to  this 
or  some  similar  jMihlicalion.  Tliis  is  notalimeflirslain- 
lair.  From  .Maine  to  Florida — from  the  Allantic  to  the 
fiir  ofl  w  ilds  of  the  West— mir  opposers  have  cnminrn- 
eed  opemlioiis  on  llie  minds,  and  purses,  and  rights  of 
the  pwplt^— and  backetl  as  they  are  by  thesemiimrirs  of 
learning  umler  liieir  control— liy  the  millions  nfcapibil 
they  have  extorted  from  llie  credulous,  nnd  the  influence 
of  their  nniled  members,  tliere  is  danger  in  their  activity— 
liut  len-lidd  more  in  our  indolence  and  apathy !  Awake, 
liieii— aid  in  disseminating  free  und  liberal  papers,  and 
tlie  victory  is  certain.  Ix-l  every  man  do  liia  duty,  and 
all  will  be  well! 

CONBITIONS. 

Tlie  Magazine  ami  Advocate  will  be  piiblishad  every 
Suliirilny,  on  fine  while  paper  ami  fiiir  type,  in  a  neat 
quarto  form,  each  number  containing  eight  pages— the 
volume  four  hundred  nnd  sixteen— with  a  complete  Index 
at  the  close  ofthe  year. 

Price  R  1.50  per  annum,  ts  adoanee,  or  R8  if  not  paid 
williin  three  months  from  llie  lime  tla:  first  number  is  re¬ 
ceived.  Agents,  or  eoinpanies,  paying  fiir  eight  copies, 
will  he  allowed  the  ninth  copy  gratit ;  and  so  in  propor¬ 
tion  fiir  a  larger  mmilier.  No  subscription  received  for 
le.ss  thnn  one  year,  unless  the  money  lie  pnid  in  ndvantc; 
nnd  none  discontinued  until  all  iirrcHrages  are  paid.— 
Puneiuality  will  be  experled  ami  required.  A  fliilurc  to 
notify-  discontinuance  before  the  close  of  one  volume,  will 
be  considered  os  renewing  subscription  for  tlie  next. 

Agent* — I'ni  versniist  ministers  in  gofld  standing.  Post¬ 
masters,  and  responsilile  men  fVicndlv  In  the  wort,  and 
disposeti  to  assist  in  exlemling  its  imeAilness. 

XT  Ail  communications  to  the  Editors  must  be/ree  of 
portage. 

*,•  Names  of  new  suliscribers  must  be  returned  by  the 
first  of  Janiiary,  nr  ns  soon  tkcrcafler  as  possible,  to  the 
Publislier,  at  Ulicn. 

D.  SKINNER,  Pubiisher  and  Editor, 

A  H.  GROSH,  Auonate  Editor. 

Vliea,  A’,  r.,  October  8, 1831. 


A.  B.  A  K.  K.  GROSH,  Printen, 

Geuioet  -itreet , fronting  Dererenz, nearly  appdtRelht 
Unicerluliit  Chgrth,  Vfica.y  F. 


